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LITERARY GUILD—SEPTEMBER 


Warren, Robert Penn Band Angels 
Random House. Aug. 375p. $3.95. 


Like Stevenson, Robert Penn Warren does not consider 
means showing how people react life. With 
Warren’s characters, moreover, this preoccupation 
usually tied introspective effort understand 
self and achieve harmony with life not purchased 
the cost personal integrity. 


Though Band Angels has little novelty its Civil 
War setting theme miscegenation, completely 
original its definition the central character’s re- 
sponse the situation. just what are. 
That’s all are,” recurrent observation the 
dialogue; and the heroine painfully works out her 
own self-analysis she achieves final peace. Beyond 
this life Hamlet might shepherded rest bands 
angels our Lord ministered them, but 
mortal man must work out his own path and divest 
himself self-delusion and self-excuse doing so. 


Another meaning basic the book proposed 
Warren’s text from Housman: “When shall dead 
and rid/Of the wrong father did?” The handling 
this theme, reminiscent Hawthorne, suggests two 
truths that man must learn achieving stability: first, 
that the attribution one’s misery forebears part 
the self-deception that bars man from peace; second, 
that single wrong-doing not only can hydra-like 
its growth and visitation succeeding generations 
but also that its guilt can attach many other sinners 
who influence the direct agent his deed. 


All this, and much more for the careful reader 
thoughtful novel, develops from the career Amantha 
Starr, sole daughter the owner Starr- 
wood, the Kentucky plantation which she reared 
until schooling takes her away Oberlin. the age 
fifteen Manty learns her father’s death and rushes 
home for the funeral. she discovers that her 
mother was the slave Renie, buried the family grave- 
yard, and that under the law she herself chattel 
part the estate being foreclosed for unpaid debts. 


Thus Amantha sold into slavery and enters upon 
vicissitudes that bring undulation fortune but con- 
stantly agonizing effort answer the question that 
opens her own narration: “Oh, who career 
includes sale the auction block; life the mistress 
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Hamish Bond, former slave-runner with whom 
kindness has become kind disease; survival the 
sacking, race riots, and bestiality New Orleans dur- 
ing the Reconstruction; several seductions, some ac- 
cepted and others compelled; loss Seth Parton, 
childhood infatuation, glamorous Idell, her father’s 
former mistress; marriage Tobias Sears the Federal 
forces; flight from Tobias when she discovers that his 
acceptance her mulatto blood 
guerilla concubinage with Bond’s ex-slave, Rau-Ru; re- 
union with Tobias for twenty years parenthood and 
wandering life St. Louis and Kansas she watches 
him slip into tippling escape from his failure 
husband and businessman. The end, however, brings 
Tobias honest assertion the negro’s human 
dignity, and with Amantha comes both marital 
reconciliation and spiritual peace. 

Though crowded thus with incident, much interesting 
historical background, and variety absorbing char- 
acterizations, the story insistently concentrates 
Amantha’s search for contentment. seems neces- 
sarily tied with being free, and for years the problem 
how really free seems insoluble. She sacrifices 
virginity and initially prim morality Hamish and 
others but does not find freedom. She seeks futilely 
repudiation alternately her black blood, with 
Hamish and Tobias, and her white blood, with Rau-Ru. 
Only when she apparently has been rejected the 
whole life does the truth dawn: “Nobody can set 
you free, thought But the next thought was 
except yourself. This was more awful than 
the thought dying. was more awful because 
was the thought living.” unwittingly teaching 
Amantha this truth, her seducers and wayward friends 
are somehow angels disguise since they lead her 
ultimate peace. 

From them Amantha learns how live learning 
know herself, not outwardly but inwardly; accepting 
herself and her ancestors, not force circumstance 
but within her own spirit; realizing that just there 
peace without freedom there freedom 
without love, and love must unselfish. acquiring 
this knowledge Amantha sometimes seems change 
incongruously from strong-willed girl spineless 
plaything others who control her life, but the seem- 
ing vacillation seen eventually part her neurotic 
pattern; when reason has failed find way, she tries 
accepting any avenue that opens her. Some these 
are roads not for juvenile travel, but Warren never 
disposed sensationalize; and though wants 
understand the reasons for moral erraticisms 
characters, does not plead them model mis- 


take them for rectitude. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—SEPTEMBER 


Wouk, Herman Marjorie Morningstar 
Doubleday. Sept. 1955. 565p. $4.95. 


Herman Wouk’s new novel, (his first since the enor- 
mous success The Caine Mutiny 1951), big 
book, not merely because fills well over 500 closely 
printed pages, but because handles some fundamental 
themes the course its complex story—themes 
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important and serious religious faith, personal in. 
tegrity, family solidarity, human dignity. And his 
honor, Mr. Wouk indubitably the side the 
angels most his philosophy life-in-these-times, 
Unless this reviewer grossly mistaken, Mr. Wouk 
firmly believes honesty, decency, religious faith and 
the necessity for self-discipline, the inviolability 
moral law, the observance ritual and tradition, 
simplicity, sincerity and plain old-fashioned goodness, 
But because lets some his characters speak, 
considerable length and completely character, all 
most the usual arguments against these virtues and 
content let his people show, their various lives, 
the wisdom folly accepting these rationalizations 
their surface value, rather than answer them 
didactically, possible that some readers who run 
they read will miss the whole point this novel, 
their great loss. 


Marjorie Morgenstern the daughter “feather 
merchant,” Eastern European immigrant who started 
work the age fifteen cellar New 
lower East Side and who, the time fifty, 
running the Arnold Importing Company, dealers 
millinery supplies feathers, straws, shapes, and 
forth. Marjorie seventeen when her story started 
student Hunter College, living Central Park 
West apartment, emerging beauty but still fearing 
she will not popular, and thinking herself love 
with fellow five years older than she is, 
cized souvenir her earlier teens the Bronx. Then 
she meets Billy Ehrmann and through him the 
bia University boys including popular 
Sandy Goldstone. George Drobes the Bronx pales 
comparison with Sandy; and Sandy becomes insigni- 
ficant when Marjorie, pursuing romantic ambition 
become actress, known the world 
glamorous Marjorie Morningstar, takes job dra 
matic director summer camp strategically across 
the jake from popular South Wind Camp, where she 
meets and falls love with the handsome songwriter 
who recreation director there. This Noel Airman, 
(who has changed his name from Saul Ehrmann, 
Uncle Samson-Aaron’s writer son Milton Feder changed 
his Geoffrey Quill), who plague 
thoughts for five years. The following summer, 
jorie also South Wind Camp 
actress-stenographer spite her anxious mother’s 
warning that the place “Sodom.” She the 
riage” affair when her Uncle Samson-Aaron, 
lished there dish-washer watch over 
dies and the tragedy shocks her back reality. 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 

Scranton, Scranton, 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
Entered second matter. 


separate reviews. 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 


1955, the University Scranton. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
Bonjour Tristesse (IV) Sagan May 
Something Value (III) Ruark May 
The Flower Girls Dane July 
Man the Gray Flannel Suit (Ila) Wilson Aug. 
Excelsior! (Ila) Bonner July 
Not Stranger (IIb) Thompson Jan. 
Time for Sergeants (Ila) Hyman Oct. 
The Dinner Party (Ila) Finletter July 
Officers and Gentlemen Waugh Aug. 
Sincerely, Willis Wayde Marquand Mar. 
Tale for Midnight (IIb) Prokosch Aug. 
Gift from the Sea Lindbergh 
Power Positive Thinking (Ila)* Peale Aug. 15, 
How Live 365 Days Year Schindler Apr. 
Onions the Stew (Ila) MacDonald June 
Why Johnny Can’t Read (Ila) May 
Grandfather Stories Adams Aug. 
Inside the Space Ships Adamski Aug. 
The Great American Heritage (1) Kornitzer Aug. 


*Classification has been changed Ila 


But Marjorie’s infatuation with Noel persists and she 
finally accepts his terms for winter period New 
York when she still trying break into the profes- 
sional theater and Noel’s musical show being pro- 
duced. The show dismal failure and Noel runs 
off Europe. fails keep even the wretched 
bit-part she had managed get shoddy produc- 
tion and begins realize she not actress. She 
pursues Noel Europe, with her father’s sympathetic 
help, and the ship meets Michael Eden, nerve- 
ridden former psychology professor now selling chemi- 
cals and helping some Jews escape from Nazi Ger- 
many, man much older than she, but intelligent and 
attractive. his help she locates Noel Paris but 
realizes that she does not want marry Noel now. 
She has grown meeting Mike Eden. 


Marjorie returns New York and marries Morris 
Schwarz, successful lawyer, and becomes the happy 


mother four children. 


This summary the plot Marjorie Morningstar 
hardly begins sketch the riches complication, 
characterization, conversation this novel. Many 
the people—Noel, Eden, Marsha Zelenko, Wally 
Wronken, Uncle Samson-Aaron—are prodigious talkers 
and they talk well religious beliefs, Freudianism, 
Marxism, psycho-analysis, ritual disciplines, family 
loyalties, talent, trade. The book rich such epi- 
sodes the Bar-Mitzvah for younger brother 
Seth, seder the Morgenstern home which rallies 
the whole family, Marsha’s wedding the weird music 
theremin, dinner with Sam Rothmore and Noel, 
own first-class $6500.00 wedding; the touch- 
ing talk Marjorie has with her father rowboat 
the morning the Fiesta Day South Wind, and 
years later with Michael Eden speedboat the 
twilit waters Lake Lucerne; and, finally, 
remorseful realization the bitter folly her affair 
with Noel—which almost wrecks her real love. 


Because the talk frank and there are occasional 
casual blasphemies the talk, this novel would best 
restricted adult readers. This is, however, mature 
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work fiction and the reader not quite sure 
whether Mr. Wouk approves Jew eating pork and 
shell-fish, can quite sure that does not approve 
man woman compromising his her faith and 
morais for self-gratification; and does approve the 
integrity the elder Morgensterns, Marjorie’s simple 
and sympathetic and stubbornly sound Mother and 
Father. For part, approve Mr. Wouk’s courage 


and talent. 
Grady, S.J., 
University Scranton 


Mercer, Charles There Comes Time 
Putnam. Aug. 312p. $3.50. 


The time referred Charles Mercer’s title that 
time decision which allegedly comes everyone 
during the living And Adam Brock’s decision 
was resign his position “successful” minister 
New York’s fashionable Old Fourth. This decision was 
forced when Adam advised wealthy parishioner that 
educational project was more worthy her one 
hundred thousand dollars than was his church. 
was interested preaching the truth and his flock was 
interested hearing palliatives. Adam Brock “re- 
tired” the age sixty-three and wandered the 
hamlet West Fortune the land New York’s 
Finger Lakes. 


Here this village much natural beauty and much 
human misery Adam finds church and Oppor- 
tunity. The people need him and are open the 
truth. Slowly, patiently, and successfully brings the 
local citizenry look carefully itself and realize the 
price paying for its pride and sinfulness: Lance and 
Mona Winter; Kate Donegan; Vernon Mudge; Mrs. 
Milvrain and her grandson, Henry; Jus Oslow. Adam 
succeeds touching the lives these people, showing 
them (but not pushing them) the path peace and 
virtue. Despite death hanging that definitely 
suicide and death drowning that comes close 
being suicide, quite evident when the story ends 
that Adam Brock well the way fulfilling his 
wish truly successful preacher. 


The plot There Comes Time fairly good one. 
marred the author’s irrepressible 
urge write. His descriptions are overly vivid and his 
metaphors consciously-contrived and lavishly em- 
ployed irritating. And, his descriptions are 
overdone, too his hero. Adam Brock bit too 
perfect, too much the ideal clergyman real. There 
one does not love with genuine Christian 
love, nothing cannot forgive, one does not 
understand. He, and the book, preach constantly 
our human condition and the kinship man—and yet 
Adam Brock seems entirely above the one and outside 
the other. 


The book, general too sugary and preachy, sal- 
vaged fairly interesting story and well-drawn 
group minor characters. These are its chief merits 
and perhaps they suffice make Charles Mercer’s 
second novel moderately entertaining piece fiction. 


John O’Hara, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
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Hodnett, Edward Industry-College Relations 
World Publishing. Aug. 15, 1955. 158p. $3.50. 


Even those who have only nodding acquaintance with 
recent developments higher education will aware 
that, during the past three four years, there has been 
quickening mutual interest and relationship be- 
tween industry (broadly conceived) and the college 
university. Specifically, are familiar with generous 
scholarship programs which certain large corporations 
have recently undertaken and with publicity items 
which indicate that colleges are making concerted 
efforts obtain money grants from industry bolster 
their finances. 


Dr. Hodnett’s book deals very readable fashion with 
the broader implications this growing relationship 
and shows convincingly that there natural and 
inescapable community between industry 
and college. His book the by-product informal 
survey which conducted the spring 1954 for 
the Conference Committee Industry-College Rela- 
tions. 


Two-thirds the book concerned with descriptions 
and evaluations nineteen kinds existing relations 
between industry and college. the end each 
section there factual summary with one two 
practical suggestions. 


the final third the book under the general head- 
ing, Areas Special Concern, the author’s philosophy 
education comes the surface dealing with 
the problem the doubling college enrollments 
predicted 1970. One might question whether 
not the problem and its solution have been over-simpli- 
fied Doctor Hodnett, but his ideas are provocative 
and much that says will meet with sympathetic 
agreement. Many educators and, course, other 
thoughtful people recognize the advantage judi- 
cious use the “learning-by-doing” technique, but they 
will take issue with the pragmatism which scoffs any 
so-called authoritarian approach learning and will 
reject the claim that the leaders and thinkers need 
badly can developed chiefly, not solely, the 
“case method” instruction. 


For the college administrator, the business man, the 
leader industry and the thoughtful citizen, this book 
should considerable interest. 


Edward Stanford, 
Washington 17, 


Rodell, Fred Nine Men 
Random House. Aug. 29, 1955. 338p. $5.00. 


Nine Men, Fred Rodell, graduate and Profes- 
sor Yale Law School, and self-styled “liberal,” 
appraisal the author the person and work 
each the fourteen Chief Justices, and general and 
times particularized appraisal the person and 
work each the Associate Justices from 1790 down 
and including the most recent appointee Mr. Justice 


John Marshall Harlan New York. 


Certainly one familiar with some the previous works 
the author, e.g., Fifty-five Men (1936),—“The Story 
the Constitutional Convention”; Woe Unto You, 
Lawyers! (1939) written “to try seed 
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skepticism, about the whole legal profession, its 
work and its ways”; Justice Holmes and His Hecklers 
(1951), could agree that least the author has the 
his viewpoint his expressed indebtedness the 
Dr. Charles Beard and particularly, assume, 
his Economic Interpretation the Constitution 
the United States (1935 ed.) andThe Supreme Court 
and the Constitution (1912); his attempt remove 
the “myths and mists” which have “somehow come 
settle around the figures the Founding Fathers”; 
his statement Woe Unto You, Lawyers!, “No lawyer 
will like this book,” and Nine Men, “it may that 
lawyers will not understand it, because not 
ten down them.” Nevertheless, being lawyer, 
read, felt quite sure understood, and overall enjoyed 
reading the current book. informative, thought- 
provoking and stimulating. However, found 
cult agree with many the author’s opinions and 
conclusions, with his emphasis and lack emphasis 
some phases the Court’s work, and with the 
omission pertinent parts the Court’s 
There are footnotes, citations, merely the 
ipse dixit. 

For every critical judgment there must course 
standard. Perhaps being little more orthodox, 
was more impressed with reading The Supreme 
the United States, Its Foundation, Method and 
Achievements, interpretation Charles Evans 
Hughes (1928), and the volumes The Supreme 
Court United States History Charles Warren. 
cite few examples—“I think, most people’s in- 
terest the Court what it—or rather the men 
who man it—have done the (dirty 
scene for 165 years”; “Ours may be, for puffing pur- 
poses, checks and balances,’ but there 
check all what the Supreme Court does— 
save only three that are pretty theory they are 
pointless practice”; “the old saw, beloved history 
textbooks and political speeches, that ‘ours govern- 
ment laws, not men’ insult and 
democratic canard.” 


Particularly appropriate view the national ob- 
servance honoring the birthday the great Chief 
Justice John Marshall, statement 90, speaking 
the historical decision Marbury Madison, “both 
the plaudits and the deference, like the decision itself, 
and like every significant Supreme Court decision since, 
were and are rooted politics, not law. This only 
the ignorant would deny and only the naive deplore.” 


shert, the author displeased with most the work 
the Supreme Court, including the rules 
tices adopted and followed down through the years. 
With few exceptions very much displeased with 
the work its personnel. 


For different view quote from the book distin- 
guished Jurist, Charles Evans Hughes, have referred 
these principles show that the success the work 
the Supreme Court maintaining the necessary 
balance between State and Nation, and between indi- 
vidual rights guaranteed the Constitution 
social interest expressed legislation, has been due 
largely the deliberate determination the Court 
confine itself its judicial task, and, while careful 
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maintain its authority the interpreter the 
tution, the Court has not sought aggrandize itself 
the expense either executive legislature.” 


course, being human, mistakes have been made. 
times the court suffered from self-inflicted wounds. 
has the course history had its ups and downs, 
but overall great, august and venerable, powerful 
and responsible judicial tribunal; the greatest the 
history the world, would opine. 


The author, professor law, undoubtedly has the 
right his opinion. For part, notwithstanding the 
desire for “realism,” prefer see, least some 
measure, observance the amenities. 


John Murphy, Judge, 
United States District Court, 
Middle District Pennsylvania 


Morgan, The Great Men 
Dutton. Aug. 17, 1955. 319p. $3.50. 


Morgan has spent most his life broadcasting; 
obviously knows the business well, but 
eulogist it. one accept his new novel 
realistic exposé personalities and procedures domi- 
nating the airwaves today, which meant be, 
has found nothing but obliquity, deceit, chicanery, and 
general nastiness the environment. The testimony 
the story that success radio television com- 
pounded lechery, liquor, prostitution, pandering, syco- 
phancy, personality gimmick delude the public, 
and modicum mediocre talent. Its author evi- 
dently thinks that the same ingredients, liberally used 
and heavily garnished with profanity, are sure formula 
sell novels. 


Laura Hobson’s The Celebrity found possible study 
the world public entertainment with candor and 
without pornography, but Morgan prefers the more 
brash and blatant methods The Hucksters. is, 
however, more interested than Wakeman personali- 
ties rather than processes. His characters and situa- 
tions, moreover, tend temptingly topical, and one 
the few compensations readers would find for their 
time and exposure rampant obscenity the whimsy 
casting his story from actual life. 


Harris, New York gossip commentator, given the 
job preparing memorial program Herb Fuller, 
the Great Man the title, when the radio star dies 
automobile accident. chapter-a-day stages the 
bock follows his week searching into the dead man’s 
career reported associates, culminating the 
finished script Friday night. The inquiry begins 
with jolt America’s idol the microphone when 
interviews Carol Carson, singing member the 
Family. the course sharing her Scotch and 
couch, finds that her prostituted alcoholism the 
typical price Fuller exacted all his hangers-on. With 
him talent was secondary total availability and fawn- 
ing deference. 


Much the same story comes from Fuller’s manager, 
secretary, and publicist. Each has had sacrifice vir- 
ginity, honor, self-respect sit the great man’s 
table, yet each has also preserved the sham affection 
for pseudo-personality that clever publicity has fabri- 
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for adoring audience. Gradually perceives 
the two sides the man commemorating, one for 
the public and the other the real self. Only the man 
the microphone was the simple person homely 
common sense who rose from Navy enlistment, 
crooning disk jockey, purveyor patter millions 
housewives. Fuller affected the role folk philos- 
opher clever disguise, mixing platitudinous sermons 
with dirty jokes cleaned just sufficiently over the 
air; outwardly was the genial sire radio family 
simple tolk like himself, whom sold along with 
toothpaste American homes mastery the pat 
phrase and all forms hackneyed schmaltz. 

The true Herb Fuller was far different: heavy-drink- 
ing, whoremongering hedonist who ruled 
his domain with compromising selfishness and sadism. 
His social and business creed was simple: The king can 
wrong. “If you want sleep with them, torture 
them, play Potsy with their lives, that’s K.” 

settles for the legend, and the script finally puts 
the air heavily sentimental documentary that 
perpetuates Fuller great-souled, simple-hearted 
human being. Privately, however, has developed 
hearty disrelish for man well for the pros- 
pect stepping into his hypocritical shoes. Only when 
Rickie Tyler, the girl who was the man behind Fuller’s 
throne until the great man bought his way out this 
solitary dependence, shows way fame with honor 
does contemplate the future with reassurance. 


Stylistically the book makes pretension. 
largely the first person Ed, filled with jargon, 
glossy superficiality, and triteness the studio. Ex- 
tended portions are even script transcribed form, 
notable sample being the full tape Ed’s night with 
Carol. The net result repulsive rather than hazard- 
ous, but endorsement the scatology possible. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Moorehead, Alan 

Winston Churchill Trial and Triumph 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 16, 1955. 117p. $2.50. 
The life Sir Winston Churchill continues fascinate 
journalists and biographers. Indeed, this fitting; for 
tew men modern times have become such symboi 
courage and determination. The latest addition 
the Churchilliana shelf comes from the pen Alan 
Moorehead, Australian lawyer turned journalist 
who from 1935 1951 served foreign correspondent 
for the London Daily Express. this slim and highly 
readable volume Moorehead attempts focus atten- 
tion the trials and ordeals which have alternated 
with triumphs and successes Sir Winston’s career. 


student Harrow, Churchill was neither popular 
with his companions, athletics, nor 
particularly good student. His inability progress 
the classics led falling behind his classmates and, 
consequently, more intensive drilling English. Be- 
cause his lack intellectual distinction was un- 
able qualify for infantry cadetship Sandhurst 
and had settle for the cavalry. But upon graduation 
embarked for India where became top horse- 


104 Dickens Johnston 


man and utilized his intensive training English 
produce the famous dispatches from the Northwest 
Frontier. Political connections secured his assignment 
Egyptian campaign where also was able com- 
bine fighting with writing. After Omdurman see 
the first great decisions his life; get out the 
army, make money through writing; and, finally, 
follow his father, Lord Randolph, into politics. His 
journalistic experience the Boer War made him 
hero; and 1901 won his first seat the House 
Commons. 


Most the book devoted his parliamentary career 
for that really became his life. His early ambition be- 
came “recreate and vindicate his father’s political 
Thus took upon him his father’s enemies and 
vigorously supported programs the same tradition 
his father. “It notable thing Churchill’s life 
that each stage his career appears always 
have fixed upon some central compelling object. 
one stage the building the fleet, and be- 
came more naval than the Navy; another some 
specific campaign like the Dardenelles, another 
some general principle like free trade the need 
for closer relations with America. proceeds from 
target target, intensely concentrated, expressing his 
whole personality through the chosen matter hand” 
(pp. 20-21). 


Practicality the leitmotif Churchill’s whole life. 
Goed conservative that not find him un- 
duly immersed abstract principles, but always ab- 
sorbed with the consequences events, and their rela- 
tion the innate sense political property characteris- 
tic Tory politics. Moorehead remarks: “he not 
one thinks him rather sober contemporary 
tramping along the head history. His world 
here and now and very clear about his direc- 
tion” (p. 27). 


Moorehead depicts the “sober contemporary” leading 
history over opposition and sometimes failure through 
the naval crises, the Dardenelles campaign, the general 
strike, the rise fascism, and the second World 
War and its aftermath. Some the author’s inter- 
pretations major events leave something de- 
sired, such his view that forcing the Dardenelles 
all costs was desirable only the consequences three 
gruelling years trench war had been foreseen, and 
the pat explanation that Churchill changed parties 
twice because his principles remained constant while 
the parties deserted the principles: “He was always 
Free Trader, and was only when the Conservatives 
abandoned Free Trade that turned away from them 
1904 join the Liberal Party. was always 
opponent Socialism, and was only when the 
Liberals joined the Socialists 1924 that returned 
the Conservatives” (p. 66). 


Offsetting some extent thgse points Moorehead’s 
interpretation Churchill’s role World War 
the effect that the real issues were not decided the 
courage and determination the masses, but their 
skill making weapons. Thus the function the 
political leader became managerial—the organization 
production—rather than conventionally governmental. 
Fulfilling this function required delicate negotiations 
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home and abroad. Governmental machinery was 
shaped meet this end, but the personal attitude 
the Prime Minister chief manager was all important, 
Moorehead remarks: “It was Churchill’s major 
the Prime Ministership that grasped 
this situation from the beginning. becomes 
fact the great persuader, and almost every case his 
real victories are not the military events which are 
known everybody, but those has achieved 
private months beforehand his persuasion the 
conierence table” (pp. 86-87). 


One cannot say that Moorehead’s book important 
contribution political biography. Its brevity and 
skeleton character make this impossible. Neverthe- 
less, those who wish short life Churchill will enjoy 
this book. 
Edward O’Connor, 
Washington University, 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dickens, Monica Winds Heaven 
Coward-McCann. Aug. 17, 1955. 250p. $3.50. 


Mrs. Bickford, London widow, forced live with 
her three daughters together with friend former 
years. The time spent the homes her daughters 
point out the differences lives personalities. 
Miriam, the mother three, sufficient the 
treme, proud and social. Eva, actress, behaves 
actresses are supposed behave, and finds that her 
love the theatre secondary her love David, 
whom she has right love. Anne, the youngest, 
indifferent, lazy, crude and She married 
Frank, warm and ambitious person, but one who 
not considered the same social status his wife. 
Louise (Mrs. Bickford) silent concerning her justified 
feeling not being wanted any member her 
family. During her married life Dudley, austere 
London gentleman, Louise suffered feeling useless- 
ness. Bickford’s unhappiness not lessened when 


‘she winters with her friend, Sybil, who owner 


small resert husband makes quite clear 
that she not welcome. Understanding and comfort 
are given her only granddaughter, Ellen, and 
Gordon Disher, bed salesman and “writer” 
esteem. 


While one feels human sympathy for Mrs. Bickford, 
one conscious that weakness character, first 
depicted for the time her marriage, greatly 
responsible for her compromising life with her husband, 
and the moral failings her daughters. 


Monica Dickens’ novel good adult reading. What 
written interestingly, however, not important 
the need for awareness and understanding 
the problem presents. 
Anne Culkin, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Johnston, Denis 


Nine Rivers from Jordan 
Little, Brown. Aug. 17, 1955. 496p. $5.00. 

The perils the British Broadcasting Company wat 
might provide exciting reading Denis 
colleagues along Fleet Street; but for the American 
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reading public difficult predict anything but 
sheer boredom. 


This rambling account BBC correspondent’s ex- 
periences the North African and European cam- 
paigns World War neither timely nor enlighten- 
The British have collective stiff upper lip; the 
homefolks waited with bated breath for the immortal 
prose the BBC’s staff the field; the typewriter 
heavier carry than carbine; and all nationalities 
can described excitable, durable, unpredictable, 
barbarous, pacifist, spendthrift. 


you need educated such philosophical pro- 
fundities then this book will provide some expensive 
lessons. course you will have wade through 
profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy which the 
author provides background material for this opera- 
box view the war. 


academic interest the boys Herald Square 
might glimpse two Winston Burdett mouth- 
ing few his anti-Fascist gems some his ink- 
stained comrades the world press. academic 
interest this reviewer why Johnston and the pub- 
lishers ever bothered send long-delayed opus 
across the Atlantic. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Department History and Politics, 
University Scranton 


Houot, Commander Georges and Willm, Pierre 
2000 Fathoms Down 
Translated Michael Bullock. Dutton. Aug. 18, 1955. 
192p. $4.00. 
Twenty years ago the notion that man could descend 
more than thirteen thousand feet into the sea would 
have been greeted with the most incredulous scorn. 
2000 Fathoms Down records just such descent, and 
terrible evidence the jaded appetite least this 
reviewer, that found himself left quite cold the 
end the story—no pun intended. 


Picard, the perennial goer-upper and goer-downer 
the twentieth century, conceived new idea for 
vessel which explore the depths the ocean. 
set work with Commander Houot build such 
but withdrew from the project just about 
when was getting started. Pierre Willm stepped 
into Picard’s shoes, and suppose more than filled 
them. Houot and Willm, the ship they built, went 
deeper the ocean than any man has, before since. 
should terribly exciting. just isn’t. 


The book attempts dramatize the construction, the 
testing, the achieving the thing, but the drama falls 
flat. The narrative passes from one the other 
the authors with great French flair, but the flair ter- 
tibly dim. The magnitude the project overwhelms 
them, but didn’t overwhelm me, reading about it. 


not know what desperately dull about this 
book. The translation seems adequate, and the subject 
matter clearly interesting. suspect that the fault 
lies two old professionals playing coy with me. 
know they are both pro’s, and resent the wide-eyed 
wonder they both manifest when their ship does exactly 
what they well know going do. Maybe should 
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surprised, and you also, but both know came 
surprise either our boys. loved the story 
the ascent Mount Everest, because there was 
story men who let you know they knew all the 
answers, and they did. don’t like taken 
couple Rover Boys who are really Einsteins under 
the coveralls. 


You may like it, and it’s must for gift that physics 
biology professor you’ve hated all your life. But for 
Four Dollars, see four dull movies. prob- 
ably And can’t wait for Picard write 
his book. 


About the only thing isn’t introducing these days 
that’s wet, Florence Chadwick. doesn’t help the 
book. 


Derby, Mark The Sunlit Ambush 
Viking. Aug. 18, 1955. 245p. $3.00. 

tale adventure and intrigue Malayan island 
which has been administered white rajahs for six 
generations. The story opens with very promising 
situation, but unfortunately the succeeding action be- 
comes exaggerated and too action-packed for com- 
fortable acceptance. ends with lush, “He turned 
Lory the sunshine, wonder-dazed her vivid 
‘My Queen,’ whispered.” 


The idea for the plot undoubtedly was suggested the 
famous Brooke rajahs Sarawak, whom reference 
made the beginning, though naturally they play 
part this story. 


When Victor Mowbray, rajah Selatan, murdered 
Singapore, stranger, Tom Dunster, attracted 
the pitifully small cortege that accompanies his body 
teen-year-old daughter, with old Chinese amah 
attendance. the request all three, Dunster ac- 
companies the little party back their island and 
there encounters treachery the part Victor’s quis- 
ling cousin and the latter’s illegitimate son. Violent 
action follows, culminating the two principal char- 
acters being bound tightly together and set adrift 
rotten canoe. 


The pace good. Tom Dunster life-sized, world- 
weary and big-hearted hero; the two young people are 
charming their childish maturity and old world 
regality. Readers who enjoy romantic setting and 
plenty action will have few pleasant hours with 


the book. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


The Bond and the Free 
176p. $3.00. 


Dunscomb, Charles 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 18, 1955. 


view the fact that there have been recent years 
several novels, some them very prominent, dealing 
with the death the Saviour and with His infant 
church, may seem daring even presumptuous 
the part any author present still another fictional 
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account the same things. Yet man who signs him- 
self “Charies Dunscomb” has written novel about 
the beginning our era—and pleasure report 
that has written good one; brief, avoiding the 
artificial expansion that has become the hallmark 
this type work; clear, with the clarity that comes 
from discipline thought and language; and 
charmingly credible. 


Mr. Dunscomb sees through the eyes Lavinia, 
wholly fictitious niece Pontius Pilate, the advent 
new religious sect Palestine. Sent stay 
Caesarea with her aunt and uncle, she looks Pales- 
tine land exile; her letters show her always the 
displaced Roman, sometimes amused, 
pelled the puzzling “natives.” She goes Jerusalem 
with Pilate and witnesses the trial Christ. She meets 
Peter Holy Saturday, then hears him preach 
Pentecost. The change Peter, the stoning Saint 
Stephen, and, and the general bearing the first 
Christians all cause deep impression Lavinia’s 
mind, though she first loath admit any real 
interest the new Jewish sect. She marries Roman 
officer, remains behind with him when Pilate re- 
called Rome, then, after fourteen years Palestine, 
goes with her husband his new post Philippi. 
There Lavinia, after instruction Saint Paul, becomes 
Christian. She eventually returns Rome and be- 
comes prominent member the Christian commu- 
nity. Her last letter describes the persecution under 
Nero and the death Saint Peter. 


quiet story and, fact, serene story. Great 
events are recorded, but the cursory manner 
literate woman writing letter, not the style 
historian novelist; always, the reaction the 
writer that impressive. And through all the events 
there runs pattern, clear but not obtrusive, which 
shows the conversion Lavinia characteristic and 
almost inevitable. Her inner struggles are implied, 
rather than portrayed unwise abundance de- 
tail. The net effect impression the sweet, 
powerful reasonableness Christianity and the 
matchless serenity its triumphant march through 
adversity. indeed pleasant relief read Bibli- 
cal novel that deals only passingly with the pageantry 
and shock cataclysmic events and concerns itself 
with the quiet submission single soul the creed 
that transformed the earth. pleasant, too, come 
across sympathetic and perceptive interpretation 
the character Saint Paul this one. 


Mr. has wisely avoided trying make his 
language sound authentically ancient. Instead, has 
used easy modern style. the beginning, the 
reader may feel some alarm about the danger putting 
our modes thought into Roman minds, but Mr. 
Dunscomb almost wholly successful using modern 
idiom express what might well have been first- 
century opinion. There may occasional lapses— 
difficult, for instance, conceive young Roman 
woman alluding some deities similar rarified 
gas; the however, the language seems per- 
fectly suitable and makes Lavinia very real. 


There are only few points adverse criticism which 
need advanced. places the story may seem 
some readers follow the gospels closely add 
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the author’s own; then, confusing sen- 
tence the introduction one section, the author, 
manner that out harmony with his general 
method, apparently puts after the death Christ 
event which Our Lord mentions during His public life; 
finally, Lavinia’s knowledge the prophets and her 
attitude toward them would have depended 
formation obtained from the first Christians—she would 
scarcely have referred the prophets having erred 
about the time the fulfillment their prophecies, 


This novel nct complete apologia for Christianity, 
nor, probably, was meant be. not apt 
please those who like stories filled with action. But 
distinguished, commendable, and, every way, 
new treatment the greatest 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Walker, Kenneth, M.D. The Story Medicine 
Oxford University Press. Aug. 18, 1955. 343p. $6.00. 


Ethical conventions prevent physicians’ achievements 
from becoming broadly known. Their services man- 
kind are neither fully recognized nor appreciated. 
great works have been written about members the 
medical profession like those Plutarch distin- 
guished personages classical times like Ruskin’s 
artists and architects. 


true that some outstanding biographies such 
Burr’s Wier Mitchell, Packard’s and 
Cushing’s The Life Sir William Osler have appeared 
from time time. But these have particular appeal 
people associated with the healing arts. Prevalent 
novels exploit physicians’ character quirks sexual 
aberrations and studiously avoid reference scientific 
except for bizarre, often fantastic, 
laboratory operating room sequences. Doctor Walker 
endeavors remedy these deficiencies. 


The history medicine myriad twice-told tale; 
has been copied and recopied again and again and 
again. And nothing new has been forthcoming. The 
longer the bibliographical list the more impressive the 
author’s research. But the product ever the same; 
merely expressed differently. Here and there the 
approach modified the case The Story 
Medicine. 


times historians interpolate their own conjectures 
and elaborate upon certain phases progress; but his- 
tory hues rather definitely the line and the chroni- 
cling events exacting and circumscribed the 
fixed-swing clock’s pendulum. The last half 
the book under review does not conform 
standards. 


The author The Story Medicine arbitrarily takes 
his starting point the Aurignacian age dating back 
17,000 years the time which picture witch 
doctor thought have been painted the walls 
Les Trois Fréres cave the Pyrénées. Yet, except for 
some vague fossils, the ravages time have destroyed 
everything factual until the dawn history 4,000 years 
ago. Nevertheless, fifteen pages are devoted 
historic medicine. The book progresses the present, 
recounting recent discoveries and current methods 
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practice. final chapter, which this reviewer 
superfluous and lacking pertinence, discusses the sub- 
ject quackery, particularly London, with benign 
tolerance. 


Doctor Walker makes pretense emulating the 
“thoroughness the dictionaries and 
indeed offers “no apology for the many gaps which will 
found (his) story.” But seems that 
his book would better for the inclusion thumb- 
nail sketches concerning the accomplishments such 
investigators Leopold Auenbrugger, who discovered 
the value percussion knowing that would receive 
the “contumelious stone during life, and monument 
after death”; Carl Basedow, who endowed medicine 
with the cardinal signs goiter; Casper Wolff, the 
founder modern embryology for whom the Wolffian 
body, duct and ridge are named; James Marion Sims, 
who invented the duckbill speculum and demonstrated 
the world his technique for the cure vesico-vaginal 
fistula; and Gregor Mendel, the peasant-monk who gave 
science the laws heredity. 


Among the numerous volumes medical history pre- 
viously published, there are three, this reviewer’s 
opinion, which, like that Doctor Walker, were writ- 
ten for popular consumption. Victor Robinson’s The 
Story Medicine (1931) bears the same title the 
book herein reviewed, but titles are not copyrightable; 
Osler’s The Evolution Modern Medicine (1923); 
and Dana’s The Peak Medical History (1927). All 
three are now outdated for the lack chapters 
chemotherapy, the antibiotics, cardiovascular and neu- 
rosurgery, the vitamins and isotopes. 


Doctor Walker has had long and distinguished career 
British surgeon and well known author. His 
story medicine should prove fascinating readers 
who have interest the haphazard development 


medicine. 
William White, M.D., 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Wallenius, Men from the Sea 
Oxford. Aug. 18, 1955. 268p. $4.00. 


written Finnish; however, Men from the Sea his 
first work translated into English. This book con- 
sists four short stories and novelette, and por- 
trays life Northern Scandinavia, with the Arctic 
Ocean and Finnish Lapland focal points. 


the first story fisherman driven far from port 
storm. After has drifted the Arctic for 
days, his boat dragged the sea toward 
reef and there the boat wrecked. The fisherman, 
however, escapes and finds himself remote part 
Lapland. After wandering about comes wooden 
hut and finds worried young man. Soon the young 
man’s wife appears the doorway with newly born 
son her arms. learn that the custom 
these people have the wife retire into the forest 
alone order bring forth her child. Despite the 
desolateness the landscape and the rigors the 
climate new life born into the world, and the fisher- 
man feels the joy birth and believes that life com- 
Pensates men for troubles and hardships. 


Wallenius Noble 107 


The second story concerns two fishermen who journey 
remote area Lapland, and there (much like 
Thoreau) they “front nature face face.” The story 
follows these two hardy men their day-to-day strug- 
gle for survival this area the world. The narrative 
vehicle for Wallenius’ theme the bravery 
men combatting barren land. 


“The One-Eyed Wolf Kaamas Fell” eerie tale 
the depredations wolf and dog (who has be- 
come savage because man’s cruelty), and the 
daring and courage men who finally succeed kill- 
ing these wild creatures amid perilous cliffs and treach- 
erous ice and snow. 


and the Whale” humorous story whale 
trapped fjord and the capture the monster 
the docile wife husband. 


The novelette entitled “Magpie-Antti the Eastern 
Arctic.” concerns young farmer who agrees 
sail voyage the Kara Sea. The trip filled with 
adventure: dense fog, storms, intense cold, discontent 
among the crew, seal hunting, walrus hunting, visit 
Samoyed village, encounters with polar bears, 
white whales, and icebergs, well hunting trip 
Novaya Zemlya. The seal and walrus hunts are 
especially well described, and they are the most inter- 
esting parts the story. the end the narrative 
the hero feels that has attained 
adolescence had remained the entrance the White 
Sea, the bleak land Novaya, and the Kara Sea.” 


Men from the Sea difficult book appraise. One 
might say interesting spite itself. realis- 
tic and precise picture life Northern Scandi- 
navia this book commendable. see the activities 
the farmers, villagers, and sailors, and see their 
endeavors against bitter climate. Wallenius’ stories, 
however, are polished literary products. While the 
stories exhibit people vitality, they lack vitality 
themselves. The author’s themes are hackneyed: the 
youth who becomes mature experiencing hardship; 
the timid wife more cunning than her obstreperous 
husband; the birth child giving man new hope. 
The author’s style is, for the most part, rather slow- 
moving and ponderous. This especially true the 
novelette, which wearies the reader. There too much 
repetition detail. There are number flashbacks 
the stories and one derives the impression that these 
are inserted, not natural moments remi- 
niscence the characters, but methods piling 
cumbrous descriptive detail. might said that Men 
from the Sea good geography book the life and 
manners Northern Scandinavian people, but not 


artistic literary work. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Noble, John Wesley and Averbuch, Bernard 
Never Plead Guilty 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Aug. 306p. $3.50. 
hard believe Jacob Ehrlich, flesh and 
little man who specializes getting juries 
return verdicts “not guilty” and who will undoubt- 
edly one the immortals San Francisco, the 
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sprightly bay city that the California Chamber 
Commerce’s answer Paris. 


Jake, fiction, would stock figure, 
shrewd trial lawyer who has never lost murder case, 
dapper, emotional, dramatic, brilliant, easily identified 
impeccably starched white shirts and flamboyant 
cuff links which are replicas everything imaginable 
from the Bible the chief attractions bosomy 
film actress. 

only fitting that two breezy, wise-cracking journalists 
should have collaborated bring the Ehrlich story 
the book-reading public. One, Mr. Noble, has been 
San Francisco newspaperman years and writer 
articles for the top slick magazines. The other, Mr. 
Averbuch, police reporter for the Call-Bulletin, was 
obviously early life awed the Ehrlich legend 
whispered the corridors the Hall Justice. 


The result their labors bright and exciting enter- 
tainment, provided one interested big names 
show business, politics, and underworld lurid crimes, 
and detailed courtroom and behind-the-scenes drama. 
Most, like this reviewer, will find themselves fascinated. 


This not really biography, but casebook supported 
and filled out personality profile. The authors 
worked with Ehrlich make sure they included every 
detail his operation, every maneuver, every trick, 
and Jake appears have held little back. Interviews 
and trial transcripts have enhanced the lawyer’s truly 
remarkable 25-year record murder defenses: cases, 
acquittals, convictions for manslaughter, for 
second degree murder, and none for the gas chamber. 


Included detail are Ehrlich’s famous defenses 
Alexander Pantages, the movie magnate accused 
rape stage-struck college girl; Henry Ludolph, the 
“honest cop” caught the great police scandal 
the Dolly Fine and Jean Collins, notorious but 
pitiable women ill-fame; Gene Krupa, the drummer 
who took bum rap; Madge Bellamy, the aging, pistol- 
toting film star; Sally Rand and “The Outlaw”; Billie 
Holiday, the blues singer caught with opium; and Ger- 
trude Morris, the murderess who insisted she con- 
victed. 

Many have always questioned the ethics criminal 
lawyers. Ehrlich, who has sincere personal religion 
but may little too proud it, ready with good 
answer. How can defend those knows are guilty 
heinous Ehrlich would say there black 
and white such matters, that somewhere inside the 
defendant there humanity which makes the crime, 
not justifiable, then understandable. this human 
element, the universal feeling shared himself, judge, 
and jury, Ehrlich rests his best defenses. 


Sometimes are inclined not along with Jake, 
most notably his work behalf Miss Rand and 
“The Outlaw,” Howard Hughes’ epic introduction 
Jane Russell. the risk being classed with the 
bluenoses, course. But Ehrlich’s genius deserving 
snappy, readable book, this one is, and can- 
not help but feel Jake would good man have 
around, especially Judgment Day. 

James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 
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Laing, Alexander Jonathan Eagle 
Duell, Sloan Pearce, and Little, Brown. Aug. 22, 1955, 
524p. $4.95. 

Mr. Laing has tried write literature, history, and 
symbolic fable for moderns all one stroke. has 
not quite brought off, has been rather fascinating 
the attempt. Despite play two for the 
store trade (the childishly swashbuckling title, for one), 
this book goes long way toward ransoming that rene- 
gade art form known the historical novel. 


While for the most part the author’s history better 
than his literature, has succeeded precisely where 
many critics believe artist must succeed: has told 
what was like live, man, New England 
during the years from 1786 1801. 


almost certain that the least his characters 
the young hero the title, orphan from the sea 
who comes the port Stonington, Conn., grow 
into the awesome combination brash juvenile delin- 
quent, master seaman, heavy-footed patriot, 
mantic idealist. Jonathan spends most his adoles- 
cence being frustrated love, getting captured sea 
practically every other sailor afloat, rotting prison, 
and becoming pawn the involved politics France 
and Republicans and Federalists. Jonathan 
likeable fellow, but has remarkable talents for 
being vague and for botching things up. the hero 
ruins only few ladies, and dispatches not one likely 
villain. 

But there one female person Mr. Laing has taken 
great pains see not forget. Tamsen Green- 
leaf, the author has brazenly sought incarnate all 
the good, beauty, and wonder the American dream 
freedom. had right succeed, proceeding 
did with complete lack subtlety, but Tamsen 
miracle. Scarcely even pretty, 
chested (her oldest age the book 16), supreme 
tomboy, not once compromised and hardly ever kissed, 
Tamsen girl who somehow manages have every- 
thing. She the fresh ocean breeze this often stuffy 
novel, and you look closely, you will see her standing 
New York harbor, with torch. 


With his lesser creations, Mr. Laing equally remark- 
able. There Experience, Tamsen’s father, the 
able old Jacobin who spends every Sunday the stocks 
maligning the church; Nat Pendleton, the just man and 
good Federalist; Faith Mallory, the good woman whose 
too strict religion has ruining her life; and 
less others, including notable array villains, all 
whom Mr. Laing has somehow universalized into under- 
standable, touching people. 

All this not without some reservations. The writer 
too fond being good historian, and gets 
tangled unnecessary and uninteresting side trips. 
the Federalist-Republican business, has chosen 
side with Mr. Jefferson the point stretching the 
ordinary layman’s trust. And trying squeeze 
the whole world from the South Pacific Algiers for 
the travels Jonathan Eagle, Mr. Laing often lets his 
plot slip into the absurdly implausible. 

have feeling the author has little use for 
ganized religion. Most his favorite people are 
tics atheists, and what religion exists the dreadful 
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hypocrisy Puritanism. But does have strong 
moral sense and good taste, except for few torture 
scenes which those with intestinal weakness might skip. 


The novel’s parable not disguised, but shows with 
effect that even the earliest Americans were not al- 
lowed, the time Alien and Sedition Acts, take 
their liberty for granted. Jonathan realizes with 
some horror, even Tamsen, for want lover, might 


someday die. 
James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Erdman, Loula Grace. The Far Journey 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 22, 1955. 282p. $3.50. 

the little town Missouri, early the 
Jessie Keith Montgomery considered herself and 
her daughter Catherine socially superior the other 
folk who had bought the parcels land she had had 
sell keep going after her husband died, and she 
planned marriage her daughter Virginia cousin. 
But Catherine fell love with Edward Delaney, 
nephew Grafton’s storekeeper, and when Edward 
decided, finally, move Texas and take home- 
steading claim, Catherine resolved follow him. Ed- 
ward’s plan return for his wife and young son had 
postponed; but Catherine had, with her Uncle 
Willie’s help, gathered together the supplies needed 
and the wagon transport them and, spite her 
mother’s misgivings, set out for the Texas panhandle 
with Uncle Willie driving the wagon. Uncle 
was killed tragic accident halfway the long 
journey and Catherine continued alone with her 
little son. adventure with Indian and later with 
mean white man who tried rob her and spitefully 
drove off her horses, hair-breadth rescue from flash 
flood which she lost everything save her life and her 
son mark the journey before final reunion with her 
husband. Even then the claim disallowed and things 
seem dark indeed until kindly judge offers take 
Edward law assistant. So, all ends happily 
this quiet and somewhat old-fashioned novel pion- 

Miss Erdman, like her heroine, was born Missouri 
and later went Texas. She had written several pre- 
vious novels set the same locale, including The Years 
the Locust, The Edge Time, and The Wind Blows 
Free. The Far Journey suitable for family reading 
and distinguished good characterization. 


Untermeyer, Louis Makers the Modern World 
Simon Schuster. Aug. 22, 1955. 809p. $6.50. 


Mr. Untermeyer, whose name have associated with 
Anthologies poetry, has written brief biographies 
ninety-two men and women who have had wide and 
more less permanent influence shaping lines 
thought and action over the past hundred years West- 
ern Europe and the United States. Included are scien- 
ists, musicians, poets, artists, philosophers, novelists, po- 
litical theorists, theologians, inventors. Darwin, Kierke- 
gaard, Wagner, Marx, Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, 
Susan Anthony, Baudelaire, Mary Baker Eddy, Ibsen. 
Tolstoy, Cezanne, Zola, Edison, Einstein, Lenin, Gerard 
Manley Hopkins, van Gogh, Shaw, John Dewey, 
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Sun Yat-Sen, Henry Ford, Toulouse-Lautrec, 
Hearst, Gandhi, Frank Lloyd Wright, Stravinsky, Joyce, 
Schweitzer, Chaplin, Hitler, Sartre, Ring Lardner, Kaf- 
ka, Gershwin name only few, and thus indi- 
cate the wide range subject. 


What makes this collection biographies more than 
usually valuable the “Selected Bibliography” which 
Mr. Untermeyer appends from pages 758 778; and 
thorough-going index from pages 779 Mr. Un- 
termeyer evidently tried, and almost every case suc- 
ceeded, keep his personal views apart and give 
objective view each his widely varied subjects. 
The book will valued addition reference shelves 
personal and public libraries. excellently printed 
and bound. 


McGehee, Florence Sailors Kiss Everybody 
Macmillan. Aug. 23, 1955. 224p. $3.50. 

Mrs. McGehee, recently retired attendance super- 
visor California school system, devoting herself 
writing has chosen her own family and her youthful 
adventures Cornelia Skinner, Emily Kimbrough, 
al, the subject matter book. 


Sailors Kiss Everybody the story her grandmother, 
dedicated the welfare seamen Oakland circa 
the turn the century. Her activities included feed- 
ing them (materially) and rushing them off rescue 
missions. And against the background the grand- 
mother’s home and interests are shown 
and her younger sister “growing up.” 


Mrs. McGehee observant woman, also undoubted- 
forceful one. Her attempts wit are not 
those the already established practitioners the art 
insignificant autobiography although her efforts are 
imitative theirs bulk and style. 


There nothing compelling about this picture Oak- 
land life and little entertaining. However, for adults 
with time hanging heavy their hands there will 
couple hours reading. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Vandercook, John Murder Fiji 
Macmillan. (Murder Revisited Series) Aug. 23, 1955. 
192p. $2.75. 

Murder Trinidad, the unsubtle agent, Bertram 
Lynch, and his Dr. Watson stooge, Professor Robert 
Deane, come the rescue the British Government 
when law and order are threatened series seem- 
ingly unrelated murders, this time the Fiji Islands. 
Government disturbed because the murders carry 
suspicion cannibalism, the excuse some the white 
inhabitants are looking for repudiate the old treaty 
guaranteeing the Fijians perpetual ownership 
tection. 


There good cast characters, all clean-cut and 
distinct, including American girl who has point 
out Lynch the significance poisoned cup. The 
scenes, and the action that proceeds from the scenes, 
are especially realizable and vivid. The pace seems 
bit slow. And the murderer’s alibi must have been 
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little obvious, even 1936 when the book was first 
published, though handled well. But the fact that 
the detective does not need the sex-profanity-brutality 
accessories which some current agents rely leaves 
him free devote his energies detection. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librananship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Phillips, Thomas The Loved and the Unloved 
Harper. Aug. 24, 1955. 248p. $3.00. 


his trial Max Harper refused tell why had shot 
and killed Vance Acroft. was sentenced death 
but the state executioner committed suicide rather than 
carry out the sentence because felt there must 
some reason that would excuse the killing. What his 
reasons were are all set down Max Harper this 
story share-cropper’s son. Max was born with 
crippled foot but with fair and ordered mind and 
personality which drove him make something 
his life. soon became favorite Sidney Acroft, 
Vance’s father and owner the farm the Harpers 
cropped. With Margo Acroft, daughter the family 
and with the colorless Mrs. Acroft, Max established 
cordial relations; only with Vance were matters 
strained. children Vance bullied Max and showed 
streak meanness. Later Max blamed Vance for 
the accidental death his younger brother Rudy 
Harper. every way Vance and Max struck sparks 
from each other and yet Max felt that some way 
was partially responsible for inciting Vance’s meanness. 


One day accident the Acroft mill smashed the 
knee Victor Wells, fellow sharecropper. Mr. 
Acrof took advantage the opportunity falsify the 
records that the insurance company paid for 
operation which straightened Max’s foot while skimp- 
ing the care for Victor’s knee. Max assented the 
deception but hated himself for the injustice done 
his friend. When Max, burst temper, revealed 
the secret Vance, Mr. Acroft dismissed him. Max 
then enlisted the Army, was wounded, was dis- 
covered ambidextrous pitcher major league 
scout and finally signed the Giants upon his release. 
Meanwhile his mother had died (Vance had paid the 
funeral expenses and charged Max interest the 


debt) and Margo had married. 


Returning his home Max lives with Victor Wells 
and falls love with Victor’s daughter Anne. 
purchases piece land from Vance Acroft and plans 
settle farming between baseball seasons. Vance 
discovers that the land more valuable than 
thought and wishes rebuy it. Max refuses and 
Vance threatens reveal the insurance deceit. When 
Max driven too far almost compulsorily takes 
gun which happens near and kills Vance. 
prepared accept death but for once his life 
will master telling one why had killed 
Vance. persists his silence and the Acroft’s 
request finally pardoned, leaving the region aimlessly 
and with plans for the future. 


This story insidious hatred with its dramatically 
violent climax its own way powerful denuncia- 


Best 


tidn system which, even though its victim escapes 
the economic toils, still leaves the psychic scars which 
can ruin group lives. share cropper master 
Max was instantly hounded although even realized 
that some the responsibility was his. 
ground material the story excellently done but 
many the characters are insufficiently realized. 
general the story suitable for adult readers. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Apple Day 


Kaufman, Lenard 
Holt. Aug. 24, 1955. 285p. $3.50. 


Mr. Kaufman already known for two earlier works, 
Tender Mercy and Jubel’s Children. serious 
novelist deserves high rank among the younger 
group American writers. serious writer 
the sense that intent discovering the hidden 
springs action man’s character and passing 
judgment them. Essentially moralist, whose 
retribution evil full and even terrifying. His theme 
here very familiar one American life, the sub- 
ordination everything money and success. this 
story the doctor’s profession made serve means 
making money. The main character Dr. Victor 
Rossiter, son physician, who has known the world 
medicine from his childhood. From his father’s liie 
learned one lesson—that man could first rate 
doctor and give his life the healer’s art and still die 
poor. Victor rebelled against this. and 
aided his mother, went into medicine make 
money. 


succeeded after some years struggle. the 
story opens find him very well situated, living 
old Georgetown mansion, married woman some 
wealth, and earning considerable money his chosen 
specialty geriatrics, care the aged. His patients 
are mostly wealthy neurotics who have genuine 
illness, but willing pamper them for fees. His 
next objective life buy expensive mansion 
nearby Virginia, some distance out the country, but 
near enough his patients. Then comes the crisis. 


The crisis Alex, his wife’s brother, recently returned 
from India with severe case malarm. Victor 
perfect foil, idealist who has spent his per- 
sonal fortune rehabilitate East 
provides perfect test for Victor, poor patient with 
difficult disease. wife has complete confidence 
her husband’s ability effect cure, and complete 
love and trust him man well. How Victor 
fails the test, destroys his wife’s love and confidence, 
and fact ruins his own future the main burden 
this story, and need not told detail here. 
fails because his wrong motives for entering medicine. 
simply hasn’t got what takes when confronted 
with genuine case. The events are presented with 
convincing realism, the crisis impressive, and Victor’s 
ruin complete. can very highly recommended 
doctors and their associates, and general adults, 
but not minors because some scenes. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 
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Huxley, Aldous The Genius and the Goddess 
Harper. Aug. 24, 1955. 168p. $2.75. 

Mr. Aldous Huxley’s first novel since 1948 decided 
disappointment. This the story genius who 
not genius and goddess whose feet are clay. The 
irony inescapable, but also feeble; feeble because 
Henry Maartens, the brilliant physicist and Nobel Prize 
winner, and his wife Katy are feeble persons. For all 
his scientific achievements, Henry many ways 
weak adolescent, hardly genius human relation- 
ships. And the godlike quality his wife Katy 
nothing more than very strong animalish love 
creature-comfort. effect, these are Mr. Huxley’s 
contributions the ever-growing gallery modern 
fiction’s very sick people. 

Mr. Huxley too good artist not tell his story 
well. Its form that reminiscence related John 
Rivers, who used live with the Maartens many many 
years ago, nameless friend. This informal formula 
gives the book pleasant, easy pace that contrasts well 
with some the mounting tenseness and suspense 
the main story line. John Rivers himself, really, the 
main character the story. The Maartens, husband 
and wife, are seen through his eyes; and his own share 
their narrative, the effect their lives him, con- 
stitutes the novel. such, the novel most all 
study sexual relationships among four people: Rivers, 
the Maartens, and their daughter Ruth. The point 
seems that the situation and events long ago 
mark the true beginning John Rivers man. 


Perhaps it’s the summer’s heat this reviewer 
doesn’t think this novel deserves much praise. seems 
rather unimportant just another study Freudian 
complications. Too hot for that. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Plagemann, Bentz This Goggle 
McGraw-Hill. Aug. 24, 1935. 243p. $3.50. 


Goggle’s father had left for war service the Navy 
when Goggle was five. his return found ten- 
year-old, strange, individualistic and unmanageable. 
Then began the father’s effort remake the boy, and 
began also, the subtitle this book indicates, 
Education Father.” 


see through the father’s amazed eyes the growth 
boy, Manhattan, suburban (Hudson River) 
New York, Mexico, prep And the 
father, the boy’s ways always pass understanding until, 
the end, three way success despite the parent’s 
misgivings, England-bound exchange stu- 
ent. 
Given the “Huckleberry Finn” qualities found most 
young men and healthy suspicion contemporary 
child psychology the part imaginative parent, 
the result should entertaining and possibly even wise. 
But achieve this, wisdom the part the father 
required—an understanding the ends child-rais- 
principally. This the father here (Mr. 
oes not have. 


example the curious perversity the father 
apparent his campaign end verbal obscenity 
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Goggle. The first step was encourage him. The 
second was shame him doing better. But much 
later, almost unnoticed, the third turns out ac- 
ceptance and mutual exchange. 


The few interludes this book which taken separately 
would amusing and revealing are overpowered 
the complete lack taste and intelligence the au- 
thor-father. Not recommended. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Gelatt, Roland The Fabulous Phonograph 
Lippincott. Aug. 24, 1955. 320p. $4.95. 


freeze sound platter and then scratching 
with needle melt back into music voice quite 
thing. And the repertoire compiled the years, 
from tin foil high fi, just fascinating and fabu- 
lous miracle. But the phonograph not merely 
musical instrument, the symbol which comingle 
invention, industry and entertainment. The 
Fabulous Phonograph Roland Gelatt chronicles 
all three with lively insight and accurate research. 


The style the man disarming the instrument 
talks about. accept casually and are pleased 
without conscious effort. The technique grips 
with fascination. 


The story tells studded with inventors and entre- 
preneurs, talent and temperament, incident and en- 
richment; the result comprehensive history social 
development and commercial growth. well 
rounded recording disc and well balanced 
musical score. From arpeggios anecdote the fac- 
tory whistle crescendo booming industry 
sustained achievement reading pleasure with capi- 
tal 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Helvich, James Overdraft Glory 
Lippincott. Aug. 320p. $3.95. 


Back 1908, Grant Foraker, the hero this novel, 
had idea for airplane that would rival the speed 
modern jets. was the “Foraker principle” that 
allowed one package the power these speeds in- 
volved. Hush-hush was the watchword; because Wil- 
bur Wright would jealous, rival governments were 
anxiously eyeing anything that would increase the 
potential making war and war was imminent; but 
most all because the Little Man was afraid any 
new idea could not understand and which 
envision only power for evil. But the Great Man 
had his devotees who were like the “novitiates 
new faith” (cf. 124) and among whom had 
created illusion glory. the Great Man out- 
wit his adversaries? the blind faith his fol- 
lowers rewarded? Will the illusion had created 
worlds conquered prove reality? 


Unfortunately, Mr. Helvich dissipates the excitement 
his story selecting cast characters who seem 
have been chosen for their melodramatic effect and 


who, for most the book, play their parts that way. 
Then, suddenly, they seem realize that large values 
are involved; that history stake; vision not 
masked; the best that can expected either Great 
Man small man for him live the illusion 
has created himself, and for this the world will 
owe much thanks and must repay with proper solem- 
nity. This inconsistency characterization, plus 
ineffective narrator who often crude and never under- 
stands anything until told, rob this story for adults 
great deal the interest might have had. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


O’Connor, Richard Guns Chickamaugua 
Doubleday. Aug. 25, 1955. 288p. $3.95. 


According the accepted definition that novel tells 
story,” Mr. O’Connor has done splendid job. Cast- 
ing his hero, Matt Wayne, the role front line 
correspondent during the battle Chickamaugua, 
(September 19-20, 1863), the author has molded 
most plausible plot along with striking character de- 
lineations all the hauteur “newspaper row.” Us- 
ing what is, perhaps, too little known, namely the run- 
ning contraband cotton through the lines, the 
center-point around which the three principles: Matt 
Wayne, Colonel and Elizabeth Ellison are involved, 
Mr. O’Connor has woven very readable tale. Char- 
acter portrayal seems, this reviewer, the high 
light the novel; with the field despatches corre- 
spondent Wayne, interwoven with vivid descriptions 
what turned out the bloodiest field the Civil 
War, very close second. One gets the taste the 
future robber baron Harper, the scheming business- 
man Chicago, who would gratuitously prolong the 
conflict while makes few fast dollars, only die 
apoplectic rage when his little scheme fails. One 
catches the idealism purpose and the awful war- 
stench reality the account young Lieutenant 
Phelps who really died Stone Ridge but had wait 
till Chickamaugua before joined the fallen heroes. 
One senses, too, from Mr. O’Connor’s pages, the 
nuances between General Thomas who became the 
“Rock Chickamaugua” and General Rosecrans who 
fled headlong Chattanooga convinced that his army 
had been smashed the twin rocks Bragg and 
Longstreet. One very quickly perceives the difference 
between the superficial Elizabeth Ellison and the sin- 
cerity Sally Brown, although both women are real 
and life-like presentation. And, finally, one cannot 
but understand the rebirth Colonel Ellison the 
cauldron battle along with the resurgence Matt 
who was embittered officer cashiered after 


For better appreciation the author’s descriptive 
powers the bloody struggle, told the first person 
Wayne, the reviewer heartily recommends this novel 
all amateur “generals” the Civil War and the 
general public story well told. 
Berkeley Kines, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 
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Coates, Robert The Farther Shore 
Harcourt. Aug. 279p. $3.50. 

This the poignant, unrelieved account 
aged piano tuner, Hungarian-born Anton Cormoris, 
who was attracted waitress younger than himself 
and, his incoherent anonymous letters her having 
cost her job, who searched for her and eventually set 
establishment with her. The mother two 
small children and separated from her husband, Edie 
was flightier than the stolid Anton, dependent upon 
others and their parties for zest and liveliness, untruth- 
ful small things, capricious and suspicious, but faith- 
ful the big things, Anton later decided. the 
author’s thesis that Edie’s mistrust made the “mar- 
riage” fail, for “in marriage, mutual confidence 
not established, then the failings one tend drive 
the virtues the other.” Inevitably, Edie and 
Anton reacted upon each other disastrously. Because 
Anton was essentially solitary soul, though hoped 
for nermal family life spite its irregular founda- 
tion, and because Edie’s lies ultimately poisoned 
mind already shaken loneliness, Anton found his 
farther shore love and companionship only vio 
lence and tragedy. 

The story develops slowly. Consistently the focus 
upon Anton, and see the other characters through 
his eyes. Consequently there never any question 
right wrong—it only personal relationships which 
Each character, however slightly sketched, 
flesh and blood, real the man and woman pass 
the street and unknown ourselves. 
particularly true the complex Anton, into whose 
mind the author has seemed creep and whose twisted 
and yet well-intentioned thoughts follow 
rationalizes his actions. 


The novel especially strong depicting the life 
the unmarried man great city like New York: the 
rooming house whose manager must alert and 
watchful, meals diners and bakery-restaurants, long 
walks parks Riverside Drive, the stop bars 
for beer, frequent recourse the movie theaters, al- 
ways solitary and always rubbing elbows with strangers. 


Not thriller with the horror and mounting suspense 
the author’s Wisteria Cottage, this has much the 
everydayness and simplicity that earlier book, well 
hint the earlier psychopath the voice which 
sounded Anton’s ear when saw Edie putting the 
children bed: “In her purity Let her like that, 


her purity.” 
Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Poncins, Gontran Father Sets the Pace 
Doubleday. Aug. 25, 1955. 220p. $3.75. 

The world live may wicked one indeed but 
has its credit least this—it will never produce 
another man like the Count Poncins, the “Father” 
who set the pace for this book. 


Father was man who made career himself. 
fop such existed the nineteenth century, went 
fantastic lengths assure his own comfort and 
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gratify his own highly developed tastes. emerges 
from this book, written his son who world 
traveler and adventurer, sort highly civilized 
monster almost inconceivable the modern mind. 


Father spent two hours just getting dressed the 
morning. Father had mountains clothing especially 
tailored suit his infallible taste. Father had his own 
chef who was skilled preparing smoked ham eight 
months the process roasting snipe vine-shoot 
Father was passionately devoted horses and 
indifferent women, (he married his wife for her 
money). Father was fascinated Paris where 
visited once year from his chateau and met with his 
bachelor friends his Club and told stories which may 
have been funny years ago. Father was Catholic 
who came late Mass his private chapel and told 
anticlerical stories, faithfully 
printed here. 

Father also refused work, neglected 
estranged himself from his son and feuded with his 
brother. Father died the age seventy-six the 
close World War bereft every last thing had 
carefully trained himself “need.” significant 
that Father died shortly after making vulgar joke 
the expense the young Sister who was attending him. 


Chapter XVII the author pays belated tribute 
his mother who might well have been saint. 


the world live cruel, hard, nervous and even 
fearful, still possible grateful that the climate 
which produced opulent plant like Father has been 
blown away. 

Myles Gannon, 

Managing Editor, 

The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Armitage, Flora The Desert and the Stars 
Holt. Aug. 29, 1955. 318p. $4.00. 


During the early 1920’s, bright young American who 
had served correspondent during World War 
opened his bag tricks Albert Hall, London, 
and from produced one the most fabulous legends 
the whole century, Lawrence Arabia. When 
Lowell Thomas finished his lectures and wrote book 
the subject, the legend was launched far out into 
the deep. seems unlikely that the ship will 
brought back port this late date, but seems 
that Miss Armitage has cast out one the most 
gripping sea-anchors recent years,.and her book has 
cut the speed rational number knots, that 
may study carefully. 
Lawrence came into this world the 
father was Irishman who deserted his wife flee 
England with new love.. There were five boys 
born this illicit match, whom Lawrence was the 
second, called Thomas Edward. That his illegitimacy 
may have affected his own perspective the relations 
etween men and women would point most diffi- 
cult prove, but there appears body signi- 
ficant evidence pointing that direction. 
His father seems have been minor influence his 
while his devotion his mother increased with 
years. was fairly bright student; and, shortly after 
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completing his school work, went the Near East 
work archaeologist excavating the innumer- 
able ruins which were discovered just prior the War. 
came know the East and love it. 


War brought the excavations end and Lawrence 

was extra thumb the army. was unhappy, 

dissatisfied, lost, until out the confusion the war 

came strong movement among the nomadic tribes, 

which has become known the Arab 
evolt. 


was politically wise for Britain encourage the 
revolt the Arabs, because Britain herself was warring 
with Turkey, and she found wise make cause 
against common enemy. Lawrence, therefore, was 
relieved garrison duties and sent into the heart 
the Revolt help lead the disorganized tribes into 
something that approached campaign. became 
the best known Englishman the East, and the Legend 
had begun. fought through till peace came, ana 
went with the Arab delegation the peace conference 
Paris, where saw his promises the Arabs washed 
inexorably down the sink British-French Colonial 
expediency. was, Lawrence, monstrous betrayal. 


His return civilian life was quiet; was scarcely 
known England. For few years pursued 
peaceful academic career, working his first book. 
Then the Lowell Thomas lectures shot him into the 
consciousness the entire world and awoke one 
morning find himself easily the greatest hero 
modern English history. From this fame came de- 
mands for more books, and even position the staff 
the new Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. 
rolled his fame for short while, then threw 
away savagely. 


From this point the end his life, Lawrence fled 
the fame, even the knowledge the world. 
changed his name and enlisted Airman the 
RAF. When was discovered and was discharged, 
changed his name again join the Tank Corps. 
When was discovered once more, changed back 
the RAF, and spent the rest his life, nearly, 
that humble position. 


Lawrence’s life more than enigma. His legend 
that; but his life more. for this reason that 
Miss Armitage’s book will vast value anyone 
who hopes begin comprehend this strange man. 
That Miss Armitage knows her subject something 
which feel one will doubt. But more than her 
knowledge this book. She has attempted take 
the whole man right from the opening page, and 
trace through each little part his life all the thou- 
sand little facts his biography, the deep shallow 
streams that eventually flowed into the man. That 
this courageous, even foolhardy, happy admit. 
Because nothing will enrage the men who have 
their minds rest this subject more than mere 
woman who dares sift the sands the life this 
desert legend. But Miss Armitage has dared it: 
and seems that she has done well. 


The two most common shrugs which are used dis- 
miss Lawrence are homosexuality and masochism. That 
there disturbing stream each running through 
his life, Miss Armitage not only admits, but reaches her 
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hand down into those dark waters search out the 
bottom. She finds them shallow, with more psycho- 
logical homosexuality than corporal evident, springing 
from searing incident when was captured the 
Revolt the Desert. That masochism lay behind his 
terrible passion for obscurity and service, again she 
admits. But she tries point out his honest analysis 
his own inadequacy, balanced against his own 
edge his exact worth. 


This fine, careful, extraordinarily well thought out 
book. not the sort book I’d say you should rush 
out and buy. only the sort book that you abso- 
lutely must read you are know Lawrence Arabia. 
brilliant synthesis all that has been written 
about Lawrence date. one book, feel, thar 
Lawrence himself would like have lived read. 
Because there real man its pages; and was 
very real man. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Cookbook 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson 
Doubleday. Aug. 25, 1955. 322p. $3.95. 


Mrs. Frances Parkinson Keyes’ Cookbook is, think 
all special cookbooks should be, much conversa- 
tion piece collection favorite Each 
the four sections are introduced chatty sort 
autobiographie gastronomique, first New England; 
then Washington; New Orleans; and, finally, 
Europe and South America. good note, for 
example, recipe for doughnuts New England style, 
the requirement nutmeg spice the batter; and 
long time since have seen reference the 
chopped figs and nuts used with white icing for cake 
filling. Though Mrs. Keyes very much home 
France, wonder why she has not developed taste 
for almond flavoring cakes and pastries; evidently she 
prefers vanilla. Her dishes are hearty and “sincere” 
for the most part; and her introductions her recipes 
fair make the teeth dissolve. Cookbooks are always 
good, not “best,” sellers; probably because another 
one the shelf both challenge and lure, new 
adventures gastronomic. 


Brace, Gerald Warner 
Norton. Aug. 29, 1055. 333p. $3.75. 


The “financial crash” summer which Will Redfern’s 
father committed suicide was necessarily spent Will 
and his younger brother, Harold, the shore-side 
home their aunts, outside Boston. Their mother 
worked then practical nurse and, as. soon pos- 
sible, took the boys with her Hartford where they 
were brought “not rich.” Will turned 
mechanics and labored. Harold grew scholar and 
poet. 


While repairman service station for automobiles, 
Will met and was influenced old Cretan Greek 
whose grand-daughter, Sally, was his first and persistent 
love. The war took Will the Navy and left Harold 


Bell’s Landing 
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Harvard. Post-war readjustment makes Will the 
heir the aunts’ Landing and advances him 
wisdom the point where can 
Harold, realize. that anything must his best, 
and face his future clear-sightedly with recognized 
true love. 


These bare bones leave view less than this novel, 
but the total, while better, does not measure 
first-rate work. Too many similarities The 
son Chronicle structure, story approach and char- 
acter development make Bell’s Landing hard judge 
independently. And even leaving the author’s own 
earlier work aside, the book’s too-pat fitting into 
sequence New England family-youthful-growth-cum- 
ancestral heritage novels cannot help it. 


the credit side for Bell’s Landing are solid, serious 
and style and flashes real insight into 
people. And the author’s desire present genuine 
point view toward living admirable. But some- 
thing does not quite jell, and the result is, for adults 
only, better than average work fiction. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Cross, Beverley Mars Capricorn 
Little, Brown. Aug. 29, 1955. 210p. $3.50. 


How much this account young sailor’s voyage 
aboard decrepit Norwegian freighter plying the ports 
North and West Africa fiction and how much 
recollection the author’s actual experiences 
such voyage will difficult for any but the author 
decide. Mr. Cross himself made some such voyage, 
are told, and his central character ships the 
Walder Marseilles desperate effort earn 
enough money return England after 
factory attempt become bohemian Paris and 
later voyageur pied. The mysterious rain-coated 
supercargo officer who arranged for the young man’s 
articles lietmatrosen mysteriously disappears the 
night before the Walder reaches Algiers; and, instead 
going Barcelona had thought, the ship goes 
through the Gibraltar straights traffic along the 
equatorial West African coast. Drunkenness, boredom, 
petty murderous fiights and sordid escapades 
the shoddy ports make most the account. 
Where and when and what sort spiritual change 
comes over the young man something mystery; 
claims one did occur, particularly when realizes 
that has been responsible for Dominique stabbing 
Danski the eye, fatally. Those who are born when 
Mars Capricorn are supposed prone betray 
their friends. Thus the title. Adults may find 
teresting, slight. 


Haas, Carola Live Till Tomorrow 
Dutton. Aug. 30, 1955. 316p. $3.50. 


The title this novel somewhat misnomer. 
might have been better titled Live for Today, for such 
the pagan philosophy which motivates practically all 
its principal characters. the story medicine, 
particularly the impact one operation 
upon the doctors who were involved the 
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The patient, who becomes casualty during the opera- 
tion, insignificant Japanese-American woman. She 
serves focal point correlate the lives those 
who tried save her. 


Apart from the clinical detail the operation itself, 
the scope the story quite narrow, concentrating 
the twenty-four hours during which the preparations 
for the operation are made, the operation takes place. 
The result the operation stretches far beyond the 
operating room. There patent throughout the whole 
narrative awed respect for the world medicine 
that appears the most sacrosanct field en- 
deavor. fact, the novel suggests that the only valid 
and enduring values are those the medical pro- 
fession. 

The characters are for the most part either sex-obsessed 
sex-frustrated. the name love any sexual 
irregularity commendable. These details, however, 
are rather reticently treated. But all the characters 
seem live labyrinth impulsive lusts, groping 
for some satisfying fulfillment their pallid lives. The 
women, course, are beautiful but promiscuous. The 
men are handsome, tyrannical, almost feral. All, both 
men and women, are presumed have some integrity 
—an integrity that might prove considerably baffling 
anyone normal instincts and decency. 


There one character, Garth, (as would expected, 
brilliant surgeon), who flees his career live life 
self-abnegation monastery, only discover that 
has true vocation. This aspect the novel 
presumably the moral counterbalance. But Garth and 
his fellow monks are fantastic. They observe the con- 
ventions what might credibly Anglican 
brotherhood. But they have the religious perspective 
group Holy Rollers. This phase the novel 
the most unconvincing. 

one wishes soap opera plot, livened with generous 
portions sexual promiscuity, decorated with sterile 
humanitarian platitudes, then Live Till Tomorrow 
the book read. But one desires novel that probes 
its characters beyond the surface biological impulse, 
then Live Till Tomorrow the book ignored. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Trevor, Elleston The Big Pick-Up 
Macmillan. Aug. 30, 1955. 259p. $3.00. 


Elleston Trevor has just taken through the horror 
Dunkirk. was unseen member the small 
group that managed travel forty miles through rural 
France the coast, and then make the even more 
channel crossing England. The period 
covered that between May 26-June 1940. During 
the few days indicated, the British managed miracu- 
lously take off the French beaches 339,000 men, the 
the British Expeditionary Force, and also 
some French soldiers. The detailed story this great 
feat has already been well told Divine, D.S.M., 
himself participant the affair, his book, Dunkirk. 

gives ocmprehensive account, whereas Elleston 

has presented his novel story about the 
superhuman efforts made small group English 
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soldiers either rejoin their outfits become part 
the evacuation, once the men had learned that such 
movement was progress. 


The main characters are Corporal Binns and his friend 
Mike Russell. Dave Bellman was with them for few 
hours, the storp opens, but was killed the 
Germans the same time that Binns and Russell 
escaped. Binns and Russell times traveled with 
French refugees they worked their way the coast. 
Having been necessarily abandoned their own divi- 
sion, they readily adopt Pannet and Froome, who had 
also lost contact with their own outfit. The reactions 
the soldiers war general and the French 
people particular are made clear their conversa- 
tions and their thoughts, recorded Trevor. air 
reality maintained every paragraph. You sym- 
pathize with Whiting, the soldier who died thousand 
times before was finally drowned the Channel, 
and also with Smith, who gave his chances for get- 
ting England order back and try find the 
French girl the village where had been stationed. 
You experience though you were there the last ter- 
rible hours waiting Dunkirk, waiting which the 
Germans made deadly possible with their planes 
and the shells their heavy artillery stationed nearby. 
Trevor increases your respect for every man who was 
involved what seemed hopeless attempt 
rescue army, attempt, however, which succeeded 
because men did not know enough quit. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Bekker, 
Holt. Aug. 30, 1955. 222p. $3.95. 


Here are historical events, accurately, but not fully, 
described, bound together with not too much sequence. 
hard determine whether not the author 
telling the heroic struggle the German Navy 
World War against unconquerable odds, writing 
praise the English Navy, defense Ger- 
many’s loss because the stubbornness Hitler. 


The individual chapters, dealing with special incidents 
special ships, are interesting and well worth the time 
one interested Naval History they give the 
reader the German side what has already appeared 
our newspapers. However, whether the fault the 
author, the translator, the sentences are heavy and, 
many places, poorly constructed. 

The book full the humaneness, supposedly prac- 
ticed the officers and crews both the German and 
British Navies, and the treachery and inhumanity 
the Russians. Incidents are related U-boats trying 
rescue those whose ships have been sunk and 
British commanders saluting the defeated foe, while 
Russian Torpedo Boats, ignoring armistice, try 
shell and sink convoys refugees. 


Throughout the book, the author relates the quarrels 
with and opposition from Hitler that the Admirals had 
meet. spite this, the spirit the German Navy 
never wavered they fought against increasing odds. 
only did our duty.” 


Defeat Sea 
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Interesting chapters narrate the other side stories 
well-known. The sinking the “Laconia” with 1500 
Italian prisoners, the sinking the “Hood” the 
“Bismarck,” the Spee,” the “Scharnhorst,” and 
the U-boats. This German history written Ger- 
man, but with attempted international flavor that 
fails produce real purpose for the book. 


John Cullen, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Finney, Gertrude The Plums Hang High 
Longmans, Green. Aug. 31, 1955. 312p. $3.50. 


The Plums Hang High family chronicle con- 
siderable distinction. Being the story family, hav- 
ing its central character indomitable woman, and 
narrating does the fall and subsequent rise 
family fortunes, The Plums Hang High might have 
been one more compilation stereotype, archness, and 
good clean fun the midst adversity. Instead, 
vivid and dramatic and its peopie are always entirely 
human and The mark success Han- 
nah Maria Howard from the very beginning, but her 
struggles are grim and their grimness forcefully evi- 
dent Mrs. Finney’s account; result, Hannah 
Maria’s success has about the ring truth—it comes 
imperceptibly that enjoyed before rec- 
ognized. 


Mrs. Finney says that the basis her story was the 
emigration her own grandparents from England, 
their failures and success this country. She says that 
she has blended fact and fiction, and might afford 
some amusement researcher distinguish between 
the two. Taken either way, largely history 
chiefly fiction, the story fascinating one. 312 
pages goes from the sailing the young couple with 
their infant son, through the early vicissitudes the 
constantly increasing family, first and then 
Indiana, the years comfort the big house that 
won only after the family has dwindled through mar- 
riage. The narrative, though covers many years, 
never jejune because unfolded with exquisite skill. 
Through the times hardship, the long days toil and 
skimping are allowed weigh upon the reader’s con- 
sciousness; when corner turned and the busy days 
are bright with hope, the years tumble swiftly after one 
another they life. 


The whole book dominated the spirit Hannah 
Maria. She arrives America young lady, pro- 
ficient all the skills which are utterly useless 
farmer’s wife. She not only helpless but—and here 
the character portrayal bit defective—even little 
obtuse. Once she sees the nature her problem, how- 
she throws all her energy into solving it. There 
must have been real temptation sentimentalize 
Hannah Maria; there was, was most happily re- 
sisted. She remains strong, human, limited, wonder- 
ful woman, person who makes these pages completely 
worth while. She stands out clear and lovable, capa- 
ble winning anyone’s respect and affection. 


The Howards were not theologians, and some readers 
may not like the intellectually unsatisfying way which 
Jethro Howard, Maria’s husband, recovered 
his belief God. But greater wondérs have been 


Best 


worked with less promising means, and all the rest 
the story enjoyment high order. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Morison, Samuel Eliot 
Christopher Columbus, Mariner 
Little, Brown. July 14, 1955. 224p. $3.75. 


This distinguished author’s two-volume biography 
Christopher Columbus, The Admiral the Ocean 
Sea, published 1942, was awarded the Pulitzer Prize 
for Biography that year; and, memory does not betray 
me, one-volume edition the work, omitting several 
chapters controversial discussion, (e.g., the question 
whether not Columbus’ sailors were blame for 
introducing syphilis into the New World), and much 
the scholarly and enormously interesting 
notes, was also published that time. 


The present volume, however, represents complete 
rewriting the earlier work and added fresh 
translation Columbus’ own Letter his First Voy- 
age, “in the hope reaching wider reading public.” 
The book unquestionably deserves the wider reading 
audience and the Catholic Book Club 
for making the selection for Septembr 
distribution. 


Admiral Morison, one might say, has made himself the 
ideal biographer the Great Mariner; because has 
himself sailed the routes Columbus’ several voyages 
across “the Ocean Sea” and can appreciate the difficul- 
ties Columbus had overcome navigating with in- 
struments far inferior those now available every 
sailor. The sailor-historian has, moreover, thorough 
knowledge documentary sources, and writes with 
salty ease that carries the reader sailing through the 
epic story though running before fresh firm breeze. 
Christopher Columbus, Mariner can heartily 
ommended all from high school age up. 


Hale, Nancy The Empress’s Ring 
Scribners. Aug. 12, 1955. 192p. $3.00. 


This collection twenty-four short stories deserves 
place the bookshelf permanently, alongside the short 
stories Eudora Welty and Katherine Mansfield; 
because Miss Hale has mastered special technique 
which succeeds evoking mood, emotion, whole 
experience with the minimum narration and often 
through oblique approach which seems, until one 
reflects upon it, lift only corner the surface 
trivia which cover life. Many the stories may seem 
first reading hardly stories all until the 
sisting impression illuminated recollection the 
underlying import. That most the stories are 
pletely feminine content right and proper. 
woman writer, seems me, should know better what 
woinen feel and think, how they react and moti 
vates them, than she likely know about men. 
Nevertheless, least three the twenty-four stories, 
The Place and the Time, The Growth, and Someday 
Find You, Miss Hale presents shrewd insight into 
masculine emotions: business man’s nostalgic 
lection good life his first home Starkeyville; 
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embittered professor’s satiric experiment with clichés 
faith does not feei; nerve-wearied writer’s dis- 
with former flame. almost every one 
the twenty-four stories, the after-taste bitter-sweet, 
due the flavor irony that just misses being 
acid and ashen. 


Readers probably not need cautioned that 
short-stories should not consumed 
one sitting; the best method take one time, 
and savor each. 


Davis, Mildred The Dark Place 
Simon Schuster. Aug. 12, 1955. 245p. $2.75. 


She escaped from the asylum when one the nurses 
carelessly left the door unlocked visitor’s day. She 
was lonely, and hungry, hungry for love, for the com- 
panionship her brother, C., and haunted the 
memory the they had had together. She 
fled him, and could nothing but protect her, 
even for little while. Though could not give her 
the house the hill had always talked of, could 
settle her with nurse village for the sum- 
mer; and could have her back the care the 
asylum before the first snows. was beautiful thing 
todo. Except that she was homocidal maniac whose 
one real joy life lay the memory the staring 
eyes, the protruding tongue, the purple faces the 
children she had strangled. 

This frankly tale terror and suspense. the 
story the twisted hatred one mind, and the story 
all the lives ordinary people caught the web 
that hatred. And remarkably fine job writing. 
Mildred Davis knows all the tricks writing, and uses 
them with deft care. Indeed, the only criticism might 
have the book, that she knows too many tricks, 
and the device the returning memory childhood 
and youth seems intrude the telling the story 
after the first two chapters. 


tell the story psycopathic killer always deli- 
cate job; have children involved makes the job 
hundred times more perilous. But Miss Davis has 
handled what essentially story revolting human 
nature manner clever enough hold your horror 
without driving you away. For its price, it’s bargain. 
should fine fare keep your temperature 
the coming cold winter. 


The.Exchange Joy 
July 28, 1955. 250p. $3.50. 


“How much was Italy, how much Arcangelo, how much 
one pressed the other her, what was happening 
her startled senses and uncertain eyes, she did not 
when her will required 
familiar with marital fidelity, Church 
discipline and teaching, the reality sin, the possi- 
bility damnation, passed through the mind Celia 
Coke like flickering shadows, lost conscience al- 
ready lax through sheer absence discipline; accepted, 
but dispelled the demands her physical being. 


For the Cokes’ life England had been ordinary, 
conformation the British social norm, their marriage 
stabilized the complete serenity Celia. When 


Isabel 


Harcourt, Brace. 
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Neddy Coke, talented architect, goes Australia for 
year business, Celia and their two children leave 
spend the time Italy. The impact Italy, with 
its atmosphere ease, after the order her life far, 
shock almost immediately surpassed the blow 
sustained meeting Arcangelo Tolomei, one the 
country’s leading poets, man described the author 
having faun-like beauty, and even unicorn, 
who emerges the familiar her hitherto unexamined 
dreams. The have been here before” formula. 


The idyl thus set, Arcangelo loses little time dis- 
engaging himself from his current amourous obligations 
the principessa Ginevra Saracini, establish himself 
with all three volumes poetry Celia’s villa. Flor- 
ence with its treasures and golden beauty beckons and 
there they “honeymoon,” Arcangelo puts it. 
Siena, his birthplace, more the glories Italy fill 
their senses. During this time Celia learns that she 
indeed not the first Arcangelo’s loves but, course, 
the greateset. And the idyl continues. They return 
Celia’s quarters where Ashy, the children’s nurse, 
the sole reminder her more substantial world, the 
only one admonish her folly the name her soul. 


The coming Michele, so-called place him the 
archangelic plane, the first Arcangelo’s children per- 
mitted born, poses difficulty solved the 
offer Oxford don, one Beamish, man intensely 
and rather foolishly devoted the poet and his work, 
harbor him. The months have been speeding by, 
thirteen all, and Neddy must soon coming home. 
With that thought mind, and the conclusion reached 
that for their problem there solution, Arcangelo 
escorts Celia and her children home. But they agree, 
the title suggests, with Shakespeare: 


Amen, amen! But come what sorrow can, 

cannot countervail the exchange joy 

That one short minute gives her sight. 
Romeo and Juliet, Act II, Scene 


One has the idea that this first novel the author 
attempting say something pregnant with meaning 
about these people caught sin they claim ac- 
knowledge but refuse admit exists for them because 
sin against fate life itself, deny it?” explains 
Celia Beamish. Lush prose, uncomplicated plot, 
the stress being the theme—love, soon surfeits the 
reader. While adults will not take this too seriously, 
should noted perhaps that all but Beamish profess 
adherence Catholicism and, while the author says 
enough clarify the issues for readers the same 
belief, entirely likely that those outside the faith, 
and prejudiced against it, will find great deal 
cement their views. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Waters, Harold Adventure Unlimited 
Prentice-Hall. Aug. 1955. 265p. $3.95. 


Adventure Unlimited covers Harold Waters’ twenty 
years the Coast Guard from 1922 1946. 
They were indeed years packed with adventures, which 
should make exciting reading for anyone who has ever 
yearned (what boy has for the open sea 
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Conrad, Dana, London al. His experiences indicate 
the surprisingly wide variety functions performed 
the Coast Guard. They include locating and plot- 
ting the course giant drifting icebergs the waters 
the North Atlantic off Greenland; the rescuing 
vessels from shoals and perilous waters; night chases 
and skirmishes with rum-runners and smugglers, espe- 
cially during Prohibition days; missions mercy in- 
volving some tragic disasters; even international service 
connection with various rebellions South America; 
and the South Pacific part the Navy World 
War handling LST’s. 

The heroic and futile attempt save the crew sub- 
marine S-4 buried alive beneath the waters Province- 
town Harbour, and the rescue the derelict 
“Melbourn make quite exciting sea tales. 
But Waters not only recounts incidents, has eye 
for colorful character: Father Dubois, the gentle Padre 
the Great Banks fishing fleet, who was devoté 
physical fitness and who proves his fitness surpris- 
ing way; revolutionists Cuba; Russian officials aboard 
Soviet freighters; and fabulous, soft-hearted capitalist 
name Charles Ward, are few; not mention the 
assortment his shipmates. 


Mr. Waters’ writing somewhat simple, with tend- 
ency times scramble metaphors. Some his 
viewpoints are rather naive, e.g., his simplest interpreta- 
tion historical events, and typical sailor’s attitude 
toward drink and drunkenness. But his book makes 
interesting, sometimes informative, light, reading. 


Thomas Gavigan, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Reece, Byron Herbert The Hawk and the Sun 
Dutton. Aug. 1955. 192p. $3.00. 


This the story one day the life southern 
town. the story the death one man, the old 
Negro Dandelion, and the shame the entire town. 
taking the subject lynching his field this 
novel, Mr. Reece has—deliberately, doubt—faced 
one the most challenging topics any young 
author might choose. regret profoundly that this 
particular case, the challenge seems greater than the 
man. 

would means have you think that this poor 
book. not. The writing talent displayed here 
surely one the most promising all the young 
novelists who are attempting evaluate reality life, 
spurning the easy gold escape fiction. Mr. Reece 
poet some distinction, and there poetic rich- 
ness his prose that makes you want read some 
passages the book aloud, one might read certain 
passages Moby Dick aloud. There also fine 
structural sense the novel, delicate holding the 
strings many little stories together make the one 
story. And each these little stories rich, percep- 
tive, filled with wealth real life, and all the silly 
little inconsistencies life. Yet the novel does not 
come together the fine whole that should be. 


seems that the very nature the subject 
part the answer. Certainly lynching the proper 
subject matter novel—as what not?—but there 
element lynching which makes just about 
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touchy incest book. The nature the act 
dramatic that tends stand outside the drama 
the novel its own world terror, and only the great 
masters have been able reduce the 
matic the tight confines the novel, hold there 
with firm hand and make part the 
story, not part its own story. 


That Mr. Reece’s The Hawk and the Sun should draw 
forth comparison with the works Faulkner seems 
inevitable. And feel that the comparison, 
contrast, might found better formula for 
prehension than could found the novel alone. 
Faulkner has used violence his novels, violence far 
surpassing any Mr. Reece has dreamed his book. 
But with Faulkner, there compulsion leading 
violence that makes the only possible conclusion, 
indeed the satisfying conclusion, all that has led 
it. There such compulsion Mr. Reece’s 
work. 


The rape—or imaginary rape—of the story utterly 
unconvincing that the action flowing from seems 
utterly unconvincing. The violence the mob 
something that blows with the sudden speed 
lightning, and the attempt hold the light just does 
not work. The attempt save old Dandelion piti- 
fully ineffective, stupidly so, and the passive approval 
the decent people the town just does not come off. 


Mr. Reece has made fine, bold attempt beard the 
novel its deepest lair. But think has come 
armed this conflict with only flaming pen, and 
think that this one particular instance where the 
sword would have been mightier. look forward 
the next work Mr. Reece. can write. But 
sorry expended the effort did this soul-weary 
piece fine prose. Perhaps his next work will wake. 


Frank 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Anderson, Kenneth 

Nine Man Eaters and One Rogue 
Dutton. Aug. 11, 1955. 251p. $3.75. 
Stanley’s trip into Africa liberated great legend the 
world, and the name Doctor Livingstone sacrosanct 
among the nations. But also seems have liberated 
about one and one-half million books “how shot 
all the bad lions, tigers, elephants, rhinocer well, 
you look the plural, but you know what mean. 
Robert Ruark not only reported his shooting, but came 
out with tale Mau-mau terrorism that well cal- 
culated drive you early grave. Now along 
comes Anderson tell his own jolly tales knocking 
off beaucoup tigers India. tell you that faced 
this book more than somewhat fortified with cold beer 
the ice-box, and pretzels readily hand. regret 
state that fears were groundless. The darn book 
good. 
There nothing really new it. You’ve hunted 
everything Africa and India before this, 
But this one really makes you feel that it’s 
knows his tigers, and 
well introduces you, too. also knows his elephants, 
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though apparently not The book illustrated, 
may given your illiterate cousin. And there 
one photo the book which really shook 
shot elephant—or the elephant—just after 
death. makes you see for the first time the real in- 
decency the death elephant; even better than 
George Orwell does that famous essay his. 
know you are not going run out and buy this last 
interminable series recollections man-eaters. 
But thrust upon you, watch out! You’re going 
enjoy it. 


Smith, Dorothy Evelyn Huffley Fair 


Dutton. Aug. 1955. 320p. $3.50. 

manner reminiscent George Eliot, Dorothy 
Evelyn Smith has effectively told the story three 
generations the family Louisa Lee, daughter 
Yorkshire farm girl who had married Gypsy, and 
Abel Gurney, Yorkshire carpenter. The period 
the novel the first half the twentieth century and 
the scene the town Huffley the English Mid- 
The novel divided into three “books,” the 
first which tells the story Lou Lee who was com- 
pelled marry Abel Gurney after she 
seduced him during tryst the moors. When 
Abel’s father, Alfred Gurney, insisted that marry 
Lou, Abel obeyed but left his father’s house and did not 
return until many years after his father’s death. “Book 
Two” concerned with the story Belle, the daughter 
Lou and Abel, who, despite the austerity which 
she was reared, ran off with Tom White, the son 
Aggie and Joe White, tinkers with whom Lou had come 
the Huffley Fair; and, opinion, this the most 
interesting part the story. Three” then tells 
Belle’s daughter, Nancy, who was brought 
Abel and Lou, when Belle died grief year after 
Tom’s death, just her grandmother had “pined 
away” when her Gypsy husband left her widow. 
Nancy’s story the happiest the three. She has 
fear her formidable grandfather who, the course 
her lifetime, compelled leave the luxury his 
own home return live the cottage left vacant 
after the death his own father and mother, when 
his fortune lost the depression. Nancy marries 
Bunny Hammand, son wealthy contractor, and 
lives happily ever after. 

Huffley Fair can recommended for adult readers and 
contains number interesting characters, many 
them well drawn the characters Dickens. 


Lenore Philbin, 
University Scranton 


Maritain, Jacques 
Bergsonian Philosophy and Thomism 
Philosophical Library. July, 1955. 383p. $6.00. 


Henri Bergson one the great philosophers the 
twentieth century. His great philosophy because 
possesses that characteristic virtue which Bergson 
himself pointed the mark distinction philos- 
ophy—a penetrating insight into the real, 
which regulates all that the philosopher has 
say. Beyond his own central intuition, which, 
Professor Maritain clearly demonstrates, bound 
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with radically false elements, Bergson’s greatness also 
rests the vitality his philosophical criticism. 
one has more pointedly revealed the insufficiencies 
Hume’s and Mill’s associationist psychologies, “physics 
the mind,” Bergson called them. one has 
more effective critique Spencerian evolutionism 
and the positivism Comte and Levy-Bruhl. And 
the latter case critique all the more moving and 
effective when one realizes that nineteenth century 
scientism was the starting point Bergson’s intel- 
lectual journey. 


Noting the radical defects the Kantian critique 
knowledge Bergson begins positing higher type 
knowing, over and above what called “intelligence.” 
This higher mode knowledge intuition. Its virtue 
that allows insert ourselves the absolute, 
and transcend the false dichotomy subject and 
which has plagued all epistemologies and meta- 
physics. Bergson’s approach the fundamental char- 
acter the real and the type knowledge propor- 
tioned was way inspection the psychologi- 
cal facts memory and imagination. This inspection 
the self reveals that the real duration, ineffable 
flux, pure continuity change self-creating and self- 
substantializing. Philosophers, says Bergson, have em- 
phasized too much intelligence which operates through 
concepts. That why they have missed the dura- 
tional continuous character the real. For intel- 
ligence “morcellizes” the real; stops the flow dura- 
tion, and its search for fixity constructs (or rather, 
fabricates) essences. The operations intelligence 
are natural man insofar homo faber, fashion- 
ing and manipulating matter his practical 
telligence, however, cannot instrument for homo 
sapiens, who seeks the inner speculative truth things. 
Hence, are know the full sense, must 
strive for that intuitional distention the spirit which 
the outer rim consciousness escapes the conceptual 
and seizes pure becoming itself. 


this philosophy intuition and duration, Jacques 
Maritain, former disciple and long-time friend Berg- 
son addresses himself this book. This work 
Meritain, ably translated Mabelle and Gordon 
Andison, actually amalgamation two books. 
The greater part translation the first book Mari- 
tain wrote, Philosophe Bergsonienne. The trans- 
lators have also included two chapters from Ransoming 
the Time which Maritain discusses Bergson’s views 
morality and religion. Besides the two parts the 
work also includes appendix which Maritain deals 
with certain problems concerning the interpretation 
Aristotle. 


Maritain’s most effective critique Bergsonism turns 
upon its theory intuition. Bergson’s description, 
intuition allows the knower mold himself the 
durational flux, and certain sense become identical 
with it. The difficulty with this view, Maritain 
notes, that fails account for the wholly unique 
character knowledge. Bergson too much impressed 
with the Empedoclean principle that knowledge the 
binding like like. Maritain stresses that 
sonian intuition neglects the intentional character 
knowledge. Knowledge involves the production 
wholly unique mode existence, which the objects 
without detriment its physical being, assimilated 
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the knower. For Bergson, the opposite true: the 
knower kind psychological immersion entirely 
assimilated the flux duration. 


positive way Maritain tries show that within 
the philosophy St. Thomas proper theory intui- 
tion may developed. Unfortunately not very 
clear his description this intuitional knowledge. 
cept. times seems imply that this intuition 
precedes judgment. that the case difficult 
see how the existential character being can 
since judgment the avenue existence. 


The Philosophical Library has performed real service 
publishing this translation Maritain’s work. Not 
only one the best criticisms Bergsonism, 
also valuable for its concise presentation Maritain’s 
own approach the philosophy St. Thomas. 
not easy book read. The readers his Degrees 
Knowledge are well aware that Maritain’s prose 
cursed with that heavy-handed style which apparently 
even the most felicitous translation cannot undo. But 
perhaps unfair put too much emphasis this 
point. Maritain says himself that philosophers ought 
eschew style they wish avoid entangling their 


thought the transitory. 
Thomas McTighe, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Frank, Wolfgang The Sea Wolves 
Rinehart. June 30, 1955. 340p. $5.00. 

“We must regard this struggle sea the foundation 
all the efforts the United Nations. lose, 
all else denied us.” wrote Winston Churchill 
the submarine war the Atlantic during the early 
forties. And indeed aspect the war did the 
Axis powers come nearer success than the deadly 
U-boat campaign that threatened snap the logistic 
life-line between England and America. The order 
the Unterseebocten from the German admiralty was 
the fact that they sank 
2600 Allied and neutral merchant ships, amounting 
134 million gross tons, together with 175 Allied war- 
ships, attests the efficiency with which that order 
was carried out. This was done with 1150 ships 
which 781 were lost enemy action, 215 were scuttled 
war’s end and 154 surrendered. 40,000 per- 
sonnel the U-boat arm, 28,000 were killed and 5,000 


taken prisoner. 


Fascinating figures these and equally fascinating the 
story the U-boat war told straight-forwardly 
Wolfgang Frank, Public Relations Officer the staff 
Admiral commander the U-boats, later 
Grand Admiral and finally Hitler’s successor 
State, the man who signed the final German capitu- 
lation. Herr Frank writes professional militarist, 
career sailor concerned with the mechanics opera- 
tion. There little propaganda the book, save what 
would expected, professional devotion his arm 
the service and loyalty his Fatherland. says 
nothing the ethics the principle, except 
for quoting remarks Niiremberg; seems 
have been convinced that Germany was struggling 
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for her life against tightening ring enemies. 
feels that the submarine service observed the 
ventions international warfare. 


The story divided into three parts, “The Growth 
the Offensive (1939-1941)”, “The Golden Age 
1943” and “The Decline (1943-1945).” The first 
scribes the reconstitution the submarine service after 
World War and the early actions the Atlantic 
which clearly showed the problems confronting this 
service. interesting note that was 
fronted not only with operational problems but with 
scarcities all types and opposition from his own ad- 
miralty. was not until 1942 that began 
receive needed support, that new ideas and construction 
were approved and that the U-boat campaign began 
swing into high. The almost incredible successes 
1941-1943 followed but with the Allied developing 
devices and techniques, especially 
the decine was foreseen. The famous “Wolf-pack” 
tactics were abandoned and, figures submarine 
losses clearly show, the U-boats were more frequently 
the hunted than the hunters. Even the weather 
fered with U-boat tactics and the privations suffered 
crewmen were great. From the German standpoint 
submarines were little use blocking the invasion, 
except for tying down anti-submarine forces and 
1944 and 1945 U-boat usefulness steadily decreased. 
1945 new and improved models were ready for serv- 
ice but the general German debacle prevented any 
efficient use. 


The book concludes with brief story the surrender 
and the Niiremberg trials. Technical matters are not 
treated the book—no military secrets any sort are 
divulged. The whole story general account 
submarine action and suitable for the general reader. 


Leonard Wolf, 


University Scranton 


Tenzing Everest, with James Ramsey Ullman 
Tiger the Snows; the Autobiography 
Tenzing Everest 

Putnam. June 1955. 294p. $4.50. 

zzard, Ralph The Abominable Snowman 
Doubleday. July 28, 1955. 250p. $4.00. 


was astute publisher who dispatched the dean 
American mountaineering writers Darjeeling 
laborate with the world’s most colorful climbing figure 
full-length portrait simple man who has had the 
greatness remain simple after enduring the rewards 
and penalties world renown. 

Tenzing Norgay (this the official version his name, 
and Sherpa means “the wealthy fortunate fol 
lower God”) was born 1914, one thirteen 
dren, the Khumbu valley northeastern Nepal, the 
harsh and stony homeland the Sherpas, tribe whose 
services European and American climbing 
tions have made them famous.. Mount Everest, known 
locally “The Mountain High Bird Can Fly 
Over It,” dominates the Sherpa country, and has 
nated Tenzing’s life. His passion for that peak stems 


from his early childhood, and leads him times 
expressions about that border idolatry. 
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order place Tenzing and Everest proper per- 
spective, Ullman has devoted the first half the book 
description the economic and social life the 
Sherpas—a matriarchal society depenedent economi- 
cally the Yak are the Laps the Reindeer, 
primitive its mode life, religious, and with 
oral but written language. Tenzing ran away from 
all this and sought his fortune the city, joining 
various climbing expeditions and learning many lan- 
guages. There account his madcap adventure 
with that strange, sombre and courageous person Earl 
Denman, author Alone Everest. They made 
from Darjeeling Everest and back five weeks, with 
little equipment and authorization. 


The latter part the Tenzing story concerning 
course with his part the two heroic Swiss attempts 
Everest immediately preceding the successful British 
assault. His preference for the Swiss over the British 
climbing companions, his strong disagreement with 
certain aspects Hillary’s account their summit 
dash, his bitter views those who would inject politics 
inte climbing, his fabulous triumphal visit with the rest 
the team England, and his present efforts live 
anormal life with his wife and daughters, make absorb- 
ing reading. 


Ullman has handled his materials with considerable 
skill, turning out not only readable “success story” 
but document permanent usefulness the history 
Himalayan mountaineering. The photographs and 
especially the maps deserve commendation. 


Ralph Izzard, the reporter for the London Daily Mail 
whose Innocent Everest provided lighthearted 
account impressive achievement, first became 
seriously interested the Yeti, “Abominable Snow- 
man” when found that Colonel (now Sir John) 
Hunt convinced that such creature actually exists. 
Sir John not given irresponsible vagarie, nor 
Tilman, whose Mount Everest, 1938 contains 
famous appendix the phenomenon, nor yet again 
Tombazi, Italian scientist who saw Yeti and 
still doesn’t believe his own eyes. 


The value the present volume that brings to- 
gether number references the written literature, 
summarizes some verbal traditions, and reproduces 
photographic evidence concerning the alleged beast 
whose footprints have been photographed and meas- 
ured but remain zoologically unidentified; whose skull, 


with hair it, has been handled and measured 
scientists who agree that, whatever is, not fake; 
whose excreta have been analyzed and found con- 
tain traces the foods that Sherpa witnesses have de- 
clared the creature habitually eats; and patch 
whose skin—the present Expedition’s biggest find—has 
been set Professor Wood Jones London for expert 
examination. 


The author’s delightful style and the intrinsic fascina- 
tion his subject suffice redeem this record 
project that failed its main objective—namely, 
sight and possible capture temporarily Yeti—and 
compensate for some rather heavy pages giving con- 
scientious accounts fruitless hunts. author’s 
continual use the term “coolie” reference 
Sherpa carriers will nothing raise the reputation 
the British among their eastern friends. And 
minor point: refers Pem Pem Tenzing’s “sister” 
(pp. 84, 225), whereas Tenzing himself describes Pem 
one his daughters (Tiger the Snows, 
110). 


The photographs are good, but the lack any map 
serious defect which the reader can largely make good 
referring page 163 the Tenzing and Ullman 
book which reproduces the map “The Routes 
Everest” that originally appeared Ullman’s The Age 
Mountaineering. 

Phillips Temple, 

Washington, 


Announcement 


Beginning with the issue September 15, 
and monthly thereafter, BEST SELLERS 
add supplementary digest reviews 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS, those new pub- 


lications which are likely widely read 
and prove popular with boys and girls their 
teens. This supplement will under the 
general direction our contributing editor, 
Doctor Helen Butler, Professor Librar- 
ianship Marywood College. 


